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Chapter 1: Introduction to Jonah 


The prophet Jonah is perhaps the most complex of all the biblical prophets. His prophecies—and he himself—can be 
viewed on multiple levels. He is a prophetic type of Israel, of the church, and of Christ in both of His comings on 
earth. 


As a type of Israel, he was disobedient to God and found himself in a downward slide toward death when he was 
swallowed up by the great fish. Israel, too, was soon to be swallowed up by the great fish, that is, Nineveh, “Fish 
City.” 


Eventually, Jonah was raised from the dead, as it were, and so also the lost tribes of Israel are to be raised from the 
dead in the latter days. 


The church, too, has been as disobedient as Israel was in the time of Jonah. It is interesting that the early church 
often identified itself by the sign of the fish (Greek: Ichthys), which is an acronym formed by the Greek words, Jesus 
Christou Theou (h)yios Soter. It means Jesus Christ Son of God Savior. 


Jesus called His disciples and trained them to be fishers of men. They were then given the Great Commission, which 
they related to Jonah’s preaching mission to Nineveh. Though the early church was quite successful in the first few 
centuries after the resurrection of Jesus, in later years they failed in their mission. Instead of fishing, they went 
hunting for souls, often using violence and political force to convert the world. This was not the method Jesus had in 
mind. So in that way, the church ultimately ran from God as much as Jonah did. 


Yet the promise of resurrection is given to the church even as it was given to Jonah himself. The Great Commission 
will see a greater fulfillment in the church after the first resurrection at the start of the Kingdom Age. 


Finally, Jonah was also a type of Christ, as we learn from Jesus” own words in Matt. 12:40. So Jesus had to die and 
be buried and be raised from the dead in order to fulfill the same pattern, though He was without sin. Whereas Jonah, 
Israel, and the church die on account of their own sin, Jesus died in order to pay for the sins of others. 


Jonah, the Dove 


Jonah might be compared to Isaiah, in that his revelation of Christ’s death is set forth as clearly as in Isaiah 53. The 
difference is that Jonah’s name means dove, and so he fulfills the prophecy in the law of cleansing lepers in Lev. 14, 
whereas Isaiah, whose name is from the same root (yasha) as Yeshua-Jesus, reveals the Messiah in His role as the 
Sacrifice for sin. 


Both Jonah and Isaiah are universalists in the sense that both look beyond the borders of Israel, seeing the salvation 
of the world as the ultimate goal. Jonah reluctantly preaches to Nineveh, while Isaiah speaks with enthusiasm of “the 
Holy One of Israel, who is called the God of all the earth” (Isaiah 54:5). Whereas we might expect Jonah to be 
reluctant in offering the temple to foreigners coming to worship, Isaiah affirms that God’s temple was as much for 
foreigners as for Israelites, “a house of prayer for all the peoples” (Isaiah 56:7). 


Isaiah and Jonah address the problem of nationalistic religion that was prevalent at the time. Like Jesus Christ, Isaiah 
preaches this with no objection. Jonah, however, as a type of Israel and the church, resists the plan, but is overcome 
in the end by the will of God. This concept of universal salvation was not fully developed until the New Testament 
era, yet it was based upon the law of equal weights and measures in the law of Moses (Lev. 19:33-36). 


The Son of Divine Truth 


Jonah 1:1 begins, saying, 
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1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying... 


The name of Jonah’s father, Amittai, “My truth,” was derived from the Hebrew word emeth, “reliable truth, 
faithfulness, sureness.” His name was a testimony of God’s Truth, suggesting that his son Jonah was a manifestation 
of divine truth in some way. The name foreshadows a great truth that Jonah’s life and ministry was to bring forth. 
Another reference to Amittai is found in 2 Kings 14:25, 


25 He [Jeroboam II of Israel] restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea 
of the Arabah, according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His 
servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher. 


Jonah was from Gath-hepher, or Gath ha Chepher, “winepress of digging,” a town of Zebulun (Joshua 19:13). It 
appears that King Jeroboam II restored Israel’s borders as Jonah had said in an unknown prophecy. This implies that 
Jonah lived prior to the time of Jeroboam II, making him a contemporary of Hosea, who too prophesied in the 
decades leading up to the reign of Jeroboam (Hosea 1:1). 


Nineveh and Ninus 
Jonah 1:2 tells us the word of the Lord to the prophet: 
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.” 


Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, the nation that was soon to conquer and deport the House of Israel (745-721 
B.C.). The city had been built by Nimrod, who had first built Babel, or Babylon, for we read in Gen. 10:8-11, 


8 Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth. ° He was a mighty 
hunter before the Lord; therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the Lord.” !° And 
the beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 1 
From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah. 


Nineveh was known to Greek and Roman historians as Ninus, the founder of Nineveh and the husband of 
Semiramis. Hence, Ninus is Nimrod in the book of Genesis. However, dictionaries fail to tell us the meaning of the 
name itself. They say only that it was his proper name. But the Hebrew letter nun means “fish,” and the story of 
Jonah identifies the great fish with Nineveh, or Ninus. Thus, Nineveh means “City of Fish,” or “Fish City.” When 
Jonah was called to go to Nineveh, he tried to run the other direction, but he ended up in the great fish anyway, 
representing Nineveh. 


Legal Visitations 


Jonah was told to proclaim a word of judgment upon Nineveh. But apparently, there was more to the calling than 
what is recorded in Jonah 1:2. The nationalistic prophet would have had no problem condemning the city. Yet he ran 
the other direction, as he said later, “for I knew that Thou art a gracious and compassionate God” (Jonah 4:2). This 
is not stated in Jonah 1:2, and the text does not tell us if God told Jonah directly or if the prophet merely discerned 
that God intended to save the city through his preaching. 


The divine reason for sending the prophet was because “their wickedness has come up before Me” (Jonah 1:2). This 
suggests a legal case presented to the divine court, but we do not know who appealed this case against Nineveh. It 


may have been an Israelite—perhaps even Jonah himself—or someone in the city of Nineveh itself. 


In a previous precedent, it was the righteous people living in Sodom and Gomorrah who had appealed for divine 
justice against their own cities. Gen. 18:20, 21 says, 
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20 And the Lord said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly 
grave. 7! I will go down now, and see if they have done entirely according to its outcry, which has come 
to Me; and if not, I will know.” 


Because the people of Sodom and Gomorrah cried out to God for justice, God took the case and investigated these 
cities. The legal term for such an investigation is visitation, which is a divine investigation to gather evidence before 
the divine court. When the gathered evidence proves guilt, then the court must determine the level of mercy that 
might be granted. 


So God came to Abraham, for he was the “chosen” intercessor (Gen. 18:17-19). The intercession, in this case, failed 


to prevent the destruction of the cities, for there were not even ten righteous people in Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 
18:32). 


In the New Testament, John the Baptist was sent to give the people of Judea and Jerusalem opportunity to repent and 
thereby secure mercy during that time of visitation. He was sent “preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3). 


This too failed to bring mercy, so John said, “the axe is already laid at the root of the trees” (Luke 3:9). John even 
told them that they could not appeal to Abraham as their biological father (Luke 3:8). The fruitless tree was to be cut 
down. After John was beheaded, Jesus continued to head up the investigative team for three years (Luke 13:7) before 
issuing the command to chop down the fruitless fig tree of Judah. 


Toward the end of Jesus’ ministry of visitation, He wept over the city of Jerusalem, “because you did not recognize 
the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:44). 


The term is used correctly in the KJV many times. See Jer. 8:12; 10:15; 11:23; 23:12; 48:44; 51:18, where the 
NASB incorrectly renders it “punishment.” While it is true that the guilty parties are punished, the punishment only 
comes after the conclusion of the visitation. Hence, judgment (or “punishment”) is not the same as a visitation. 


Nineveh Condemns Jerusalem 


The examples of Sodom and Jerusalem give us some understanding of the legal investigative process before divine 
judgment is executed. Apparently, the suffering people of Nineveh appealed to God to judge their city for the 
injustices being perpetrated upon the them. This began an investigation from the divine court, and Jonah was sent to 
warn them of impending judgment. 


But Nineveh repented and was spared. This is a unique example in history, so we must ask ourselves what the factor 
was that made it different. In fact, since Jerusalem itself was found guilty in its time of divine visitation, it can be 
compared with the example of Nineveh. 


Jesus said to the people of Jerusalem in Matt. 12:41, 


41 The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it 
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold something greater than Jonah is here. 


The fact that the men of Nineveh repented somehow gave them the right to condemn Jerusalem. Why? Jesus had just 
equated himself to Jonah in the previous verses, implying that the Spirit of Christ was in Jonah preaching the word 
to Nineveh. Jonah represented Christ to Nineveh. The city then repented. But One greater than Jonah had come to 
Jerusalem, preaching repentance—with opposite results. Hence, Jerusalem could not plead ignorance after being sent 
One who was so much greater than Jonah. Christ came with many miraculous signs, whereas there was only one 

sign of Jonah—his ride in the fish. 
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Jonah’s experience proved that men with very little knowledge of God could repent, if only they could hear the word 
from the Son of Truth. Jerusalem was given an opportunity far greater, and yet they rejected this greater Witness. 
Hence, the people of Nineveh would be called upon to give testimony in God’s case against Jerusalem. 


The point Jesus was making was to show that God was not a narrow nationalist who was interested in saving only 
Israelites or Judeans. For this reason, He often compared the great faith of Samaritans, Greeks, Canaanites, or 
Romans to the lesser faith of the Judeans (Matt. 8:10; Luke 7:9). This prepared the way for the Great Commission 
and for Paul’s ministry to the nations. 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 6 of 44 


Chapter 2: Jonah Runs from God 
Jonah 1:3 says, 


3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. So he went down to Joppa, 
found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and went down into it to go with them to 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 


From his home town in Zebulun in the north part of Israel, Jonah went “down” (south) to Joppa, a city along the 
coast. Notice first how many times Jonah went “down.” After going “down” to Joppa, he “went down” into the boat. 
When the storm arose, “Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down, and fallen sound asleep” (Jonah 
1:5). 


From there, he was cast overboard, where he went down, first into the water, and then into the belly of the fish, at 
which time he “descended to the roots of the mountains” (Jonah 2:6). Fleeing from the presence of the Lord carries 
people in just one direction—down. 


In Hebrew thought, going “up” to Jerusalem or “down” to the land of the Philistines was a well-known metaphor. 
Jerusalem was situated on a mountaintop, and so going up to Jerusalem signified rising to a higher level of glory in 
the knowledge of God. If one descended far enough, he would find himself among the nations that did not have the 
knowledge of God that Israel enjoyed. 


So Jonah went down, down, down, until he reached the depths of the abyss, far away from the glory of God’s 
presence in Jerusalem. 


God’s Wind 
Jonah 1:4, 5 says, 


4 And the Lord hurled a great wind [ruach, “spirit, breath, or wind”] on the sea, and there was a great 
storm on the sea so that the ship was about to break up. * Then the sailors became afraid, and every 
man cried to his god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. 
But Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down, and fallen sound asleep. 


The Hebrew word ruach carries a double meaning of wind and spirit. For this reason, the great wind, or tempest, is 
seen to be the breath of God blowing across the waters. It is a statement of the sovereignty of God, so that we know 
that such tribulation is directly or indirectly all of God. There is no doubt that God Himself brought about this storm 
in order to fulfill His purposes. 


We see a similar story in the New Testament, when the wind of God blew upon the Sea of Galilee. In fact, the story 
in Matt. 14:22-34 is meant to be connected to the story of Jonah. Peter left the boat to walk on the water toward 
Jesus. Simon—soon to be called “Peter”—was the “son of Jonah,” for we read two chapters later in Matt. 16:17, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-jona,” or Son of Jonah. 


Both Jonah and Simon Bar-jonah left the boat. Jonah was cast out at his own request, while Simon Peter stepped out 
of the boat without assistance. Both were acts of faith, because both men knew the will of God and acted upon it. 


The story of Simon Peter is told in John 6 as well as in Matthew 14. We read that it took place the night after Jesus 
multiplied the bread to feed the five thousand. According to John 6:4, this occurred around the time of Passover— 
technically, at the wave-sheaf offering shortly after Passover, since it was barley bread that was multiplied. The 
incident was to illustrate the purpose of Christ’s death on the cross, where His body was “broken” to feed the world. 
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The people then wanted to crown Him king (John 6:15), so He withdrew Himself to a high mountain to pray (Matt. 
14:23). This foreshadowed Christ’s ascension to heaven, where “He always lives to make intercession for them” 
(Heb. 7:25). 


Before going to the mountain to pray, however, Jesus compelled the disciples to get into the boat and sail to the 
other side of the lake (Matt. 14:22). This prophesies of the church being sent into the nations (stormy seas, or 
tribulation) to preach the word, while He remains in heaven making intercession for them. 


Later, at some point in time, Jesus came to them, walking on the water, and Peter went out to meet Him. This 
prophesied of the second coming of Christ. 


The main difference between the two stories is that when Jonah was cast overboard, he was a type of Christ in His 
first coming, because He had to be swallowed up by the whale and thus enter “the heart of the earth” (Matt. 12:40). 
By contrast, in John 6, Christ’s first coming is covered by the story of the breaking of the bread, for this prophesied 
of Christ’s body being broken in order to feed the multitude. Peter’s experience in walking on water prophesied of 
the second coming of Christ, because he went out to meet Christ after He had finished His time of intercession on 
the mountain (1 Thess. 4:17). The second coming of Christ is a living work, not a death work. 


Peter plays a dual prophetic role, because at the time of Christ’s second coming, there are two groups of overcomers 
who will receive immortality at that time. First there will be the dead overcomers who are raised from the dead on 
the Feast of Trumpets. Then, two weeks later on the first day of the feast of Tabernacles, those overcomers who are 
alive when Christ returns will be “changed” (1 Cor. 15:51). 


Peter unites both groups in a single character. He represents the first group by sinking into the water and by being 
raised up by Jesus. He represents the second group in a broader fashion simply because he was alive when he 
stepped out of the boat. 


Peter distinguishes himself from the other disciples in this prophetic story. The eleven disciples can be viewed as the 
church in general, while Peter is the overcomer. Peter goes out to meet Jesus, while the rest of the disciples (church) 
remain in the boat. 


This story teaches us that the overcomers alone are qualified to go out to meet Christ at His coming. Hence, not all 
believers will receive immortality at Christ’s coming. Most will have to wait until the Great White Throne judgment, 
where they will be among the righteous ones, as Jesus mentioned in John 5:28, 29. For a longer study of the two 
resurrections and the Jubilee at the end of time, see my book, The Purpose of Resurrection. 


Destination: The City of Fish 


In both stories (Jonah and Peter), the wind stirring the water was the breath of God. This is easy to see in the story of 
Jonah, because we are told in Jonah 1:4 that “the Lord hurled a great wind on the sea.” We find no specific 
statement telling us this in the story of the disciples on the lake. But when we look at the prophetic context, it is clear 
that God intended for the church to go into the “tribulation” of the storm. Jesus “constrained His disciples to get into 
a ship” (Matt. 14:22, KJV). 


The connecting link between Jonah and Simon Peter, as I said earlier, was the fact that Peter was the Son of Jonah. 
But there is yet another link, given in Mark’s account of the story. We read in Mark 6:45, 


45 And immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to. 
Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the multitude away. 


The disciples were sent to Bethsaida, but they actually ended up at Capernaum. Why? 
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Neither Matthew nor John mention that Jesus had sent them to Bethsaida. Only Mark tells us this detail. Matt. 14:32 
says only that after Jesus was escorted by Peter back to the boat, “the wind stopped.” Matthew does not tell us where 
the boat was heading, nor where it landed. 


John gives other details. John 6:17 says, “after getting into a boat, they started to cross the sea to Capernaum.” The 
crowd then found Jesus and the disciples in Capernaum (John 6:24). We do not doubt this, of course, but Mark says 
that their original destination was Bethsaida. Why did Jesus then take them to Capernaum? 


Well, they had to be sent at first to Bethsaida, “house of fish,” in order to fulfill the type of Jonah being sent to 
Nineveh, the “City of Fish.” But they landed in Capernaum, because the name of that town in Hebrew is Kaphar 
Nahum, or “Covering of the Comforter.” John’s message was to connect that city with the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, the “Comforter,” and with Nineveh upon which the Holy Spirit came when the entire city was converted. 


Jonah was heading for Tarshish and ended up at Nineveh, “Fish City.” Jesus’ disciples were heading for Bethsaida, 
“House of Fish,” and ended up at Capernaum. Bethsaida is Nineveh, but landing at Capernaum is the equivalent of 
the city of Nineveh being converted and filled with the Spirit of God. It is as if Nineveh’s repentance turns it from 
Bethsaida to Capernaum. 


So we read in Jonah 4:11 that Nineveh had a population of 120,000. That number (120) is associated with the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the glory of God (1000). When the glory of God filled Solomon’s temple, there 
were 120 priests blowing trumpets in one accord (2 Chron. 5:12). There were 120 disciples in the upper room when 
the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost (Acts 1:15; 2:1-3). 


By comparing these two stories, we see that the second work of Christ is designed, not to destroy the world, but to 
save it by the preaching of the word and the power of the Spirit. There will be a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
that will not destroy the world (“Nineveh”), but save it. There will be a great repentance as the glory of God is seen 
throughout the whole earth. 


As we will see, this is, in fact, the main lesson in the story of Jonah. The reluctant prophet preferred judgment to be 

poured out upon Israel’s enemies. He disagreed with the divine plan, and this is what put him at cross purposes with 
God. In this way, Jonah is a type of the church, which, as a whole, prefers to see divine judgment upon the world. In 
that sense, the church is still running from God even to this day, for they are following the pattern prophesied in the 

story of Jonah. 


Whereas the wind of God brought death to Jonah, the same wind also brought Jonah back to life and then brought 
the Holy Spirit to Nineveh—the world of God’s enemies. 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 9 of 44 


Chapter 3: The Captains Orders 
Jonah 1:6 says, 


6 So the captain approached him and said, “How is it that you are sleeping? Get up, call on your god. 
Perhaps your god will be concerned about us so that we will not perish.” 


The Hebrew word for “captain” is rav khoval, “great (or chief) rope handler.” He “knew the ropes,” as they say. This 
was their term for a ship’s captain. 


The gospel of Mark records two occasions where Jesus” disciples were caught in a storm on the Sea of Galilee. We 
have already noted the incident in Mark 6, but two chapters earlier, in Mark 4:35-41 we read of another incident. In 
this story, Mark 4:37, 38 says, 


37 And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the 
boat was already filling up. $$ And He Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they awoke 
Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” 


Is this not also connected to Jonah, who was sleeping in the bottom of the ship during the storm? Just as the captain 
questioned whether or not his God was “concerned about us so that we will not perish,” so also the disciples asked 
Jesus, “Do You not care that we are perishing?” 


The fact is, He does care. But at the same time, it is in His purpose to try the hearts of believers, in order to increase 
their faith. So after calming the sea, we read in Mark 4:40, 


40 And He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 


Faith and fear are incompatible. Those with faith are those who “fear not.” Those with fear “have no faith.” If we 
live by fear, we cannot walk by faith. Faith is not about which religion one accepts—as in “what faith are you?” 
Faith is believing (knowing) that God is always with you, knowing that you do not go through any circumstance 
without Him caring whether or not you perish. 


We all go through times where it seems like He has gone away or that He has forgotten us. Israel thought the same 
in Exodus 17:7, asking, “Is the Lord among us, or not?” Such experiences are tests of faith, not that God needs to be 
informed of our level of faith, but that we need to see our own hearts. We all think we have faith, but we really do 
not know for sure until our faith is tested by real experience. 


The ship’s captain was an unbeliever, a pagan. We do not know which god he worshiped, but being a man of the 
high seas, it is likely that he worshiped Neptune, the god of the sea who had a fish tail. No doubt he had prayed to 
his own god to no avail. Though he worshiped his god, he did not have faith in that god’s power of deliverance. If he 
had had faith, he would not have been so fearful, nor would he have wanted everyone else to call upon their own 
gods. 


The captain’s god proved to be inadequate or unsympathetic to his plea. So he sought help from other gods, hoping 
that at least one of these gods might come to his aid. How pathetic is it to worship a god in whom you have so little 
faith? But such is the case when we believe in a god who does not answer prayer. 


The same can be said about Christians who have little or no real-life experience that proves that God is real. Many 


believe in God, but they have no experience that proves His care for them. They may believe that He cares for 
others—for “saints”—but not for an average person like “me.” 
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I worked with an agnostic many years ago while I was working as a typesetter in Memphis, Tennessee. He had been 
raised in a well-known Christian denomination. His uncle was one of six in the denomination who had memorized 
the entire Bible. But this man had become an agnostic, because, as he put it, “in all my years in church, I never saw 
any evidence that there was a God.” 


I was able to share my own experiences with him and how God had been leading me directly for many years. I 
shared how God answered prayer and told him the results of our prayer campaigns. Once we talked all night after 
getting off work. (We both worked the evening shift until 1:00 a.m.) In the end he said that 1f he should ever have 
even one experience like I was relating to him, he would be willing to cross the seven seas to preach the gospel to 
every creature. 


I trust that God has revealed Himself to that man. 


As we see in Mark 6, the problem is that most Christians are unwilling to get out of the boat (denomination). Their 
trust 1s in the boat, not in Christ. For others, as in Mark 4, they just think that Jesus is asleep, or that He is too busy 
to care, or that He is too holy to be bothered by average sinners. Whatever the problem may be, real faith comes by 
revelation, grows through experience, and is known by testing. 


Hence, we see that the story of Jonah is the foundation for at least two “storm” stories in the gospels. The story in 
Mark 4 is designed to teach us about faith vs. fear. The story in Mark 6 teaches us about the difference between the 
church and the overcomers. These two groups have different levels of faith, and so they are given two different 
rewards in the end. 
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Chapter 4: Casting Lots 


Jonah was called to preach the word of warning to the city of Nineveh, but he ran in the opposite direction. He knew 
that God was compassionate and suspected that the city might repent and be spared. He did not want the city to be 
spared, because he knew that the Assyrians would eventually conquer Israel. 


While on the ship to Tarshish (Spain), God sent a storm that threatened to sink the ship. The captain told everyone to 
pray to his god, and it seems that while Jonah was praying to Yahweh, the sailors decided to cast lots to see who was 
responsible for the storm. Jonah 1:7 then says, 


7 And each man said to his mate, “Come, let us cast lots so we may learn on whose account this calamity 
has struck us.” So they cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 


This is a good illustration to show how God can lead even pagan unbelievers to fulfill His will unknowingly. The 
sailors did not realize that they were being led by the Spirit to fulfill the prophetic law found in Numbers 14 and 16. 


Two Doves and Two Goats 


In Lev. 14:1-7 we read about the law of cleansing lepers, which requires two doves. The first is killed, and the 
second is released into the open field. Since leprosy is a type of slow death, it represents mortality. This law gives us 
the legal principles by which death is overcome. 


This is the primary law that Jonah was manifesting prophetically, because Jonah’s name means “dove.” The first 
dove was to be killed (Lev. 14:5), and the second dove was to be released alive (Lev. 14:7). This speaks of the two 
comings of Christ, for we know that Jonah was a type of Christ (Matt. 12:39, 40). 


Secondly, in Leviticus 16:1-22 we read about the Day of Atonement, where the sin of the people is cleansed by two 
goats. The first is killed to cover sin, and the second is released to remove sin. Once again, we see the two comings 
of Christ pictured as the solution to the sin problem. The doves deal with death; the goats deal with sin. 


Jesus Christ fulfilled both doves and both goats, first by His death on the cross, and secondly by His release into the 
world (a living work). The law sets forth the spiritual principle, because “the law is spiritual” (Romans 7:14). The 
prophets then walk out those principles by intercession. 


Jonah was called to bear witness of the law by illustrating the principle of the two doves, thereby interpreting this 
law. Among other things, it proves that Christ would have to come twice, but more importantly, it shows the purpose 
of each appearance. 


It took two doves to cleanse a leper. So we find that when Christ completed that first work upon the cross, He said, 
“Tt is finished.” But this did not finish the work of the second dove, but only the first one. There yet remained 
another work to do, and that is why we are yet mortal. A second coming (and work) of Christ is necessary to bring 
us fully into immortality. 


Casting the Lots 
Jonah’s name means “dove,” but they cast lots for him as if he were a goat. So Lev. 16:8-10 says, 


8 And Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the Lord [lit., “for Yahweh”] and the other lot 
for the scapegoat [lit., “for Azazel”]. ? And Aaron shall offer the goat on which the lot for the Lord fell, 
and make it a sin offering. * But the goat on which the lot for Azazel fell, shall be presented alive 
before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, to send it into the wilderness as the scapegoat [lit., “for 
Azazel’ |. 
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ust as the first dove was to be killed to cleanse lepers (1.e., mortals), so also the first goat was to be killed in the 
temple to cover SIN. This was done on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), which literally is the Day of Covering. 
To atone is to cover. 


The first goat covered sin, but did not remove it. It takes a second goat to remove sin. So also, it takes a second 
coming of Christ to remove sin from us. Meanwhile, however, our sin has been covered, so that we are imputed 
righteous. God is calling what is not as though it were (Rom. 4:17, KJV). 


The sailors cast lots, and Jonah was discovered to be at fault. In this way, he became a type of Christ, taking the 
blame for the sin of the world. Even as Jonah was cast into the sea and swallowed up by the whale, so also was 
Christ killed and buried in the heart of the earth. Jesus identified Himself as the fulfillment of Jonah’s prophecy, 
saying in Matt. 12:39, 40, 


3? ... An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign 
of Jonah the prophet; ® for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, 
so Shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 


Jesus was referring to Jonah’s first call to preach the word, which brought him into the belly of the whale. So also, 
Jesus was “in the heart of the earth” while he lay in the tomb. The death experiences of both Jonah and Jesus 
referred back to the laws in Leviticus 14 and 16. 


The Second Work of Christ 


Because there were two doves and two goats, we see Jonah being called to go to Nineveh on two occasions. The 
second calling fulfilled the second dove and the second goat. Likewise, we see Jesus having two appearances and 
two distinct works to accomplish in the earth. The first was a death work; the second is a living work of some kind. 
Details about each are given in the gospels, and the book of Acts reveals more details about the second work of 
Christ. 


It is important to know that Azazel does not refer to a scapegoat, but to the devil, as we will see shortly. Strong’s 
Concordance tells us that Azazel is from az, “a she-goat,” and azal, “to go away, disappear, depart.” The KJV 
mistranslates it as “scapegoat,” giving it the meaning of someone being blamed for the sin of another. But the actual 
meaning points to the fact that the goat was being sent into the wilderness while carrying away the sins that had 
accumulated under the altar of sacrifice during the previous year. 


In another way of looking at it, azaz means “to strengthen, make strong,” and el means “god.” Azaz is the root word 
for az, “goat.” Hence, Azaz-el can mean “God strengthens.” By this view, we may see the purpose of the second 
goat. By removing sin, God strengthens us in the power of His might. 


When the high priest sent the second goat into the wilderness, the goat was not a scapegoat as such. Lev. 16:21, 22 
says of this goat: 


21 Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities 
of the sons of Israel, and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he shall lay them on the 
head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who stands in readiness. ?? 


And the goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary land; and he shall release the goat in the 


wilderness. 
A true scapegoat is one who is blamed for the sin of another and then pays the penalty for that sin. If there is any 


scapegoat here, it is the first goat, not the second, for the first goat is the one that was killed. The second remained 
alive, for it had a living work to do. 
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The blood of the first goat was sprinkled on the mercy seat in the Most Holy Place to atone (kaphar, “cover”) for the 
sin of the people. The high priest then laid the sin and iniquity upon the second goat and sent it into the wilderness to 
remove sin. Hence, Azazel means “the goat of departure.” 


Dealing with the great problems of sin and death each require two steps. The two goats speak of atonement, 
followed by the removal of sin. In a similar manner, the two doves speak of imputed immortality, followed by actual 
immortal life. For this reason, Christ must come twice. Christ’s death on the cross finished the first work, but He 
must come again to complete the work. 


The Finished Work of Christ 


There is a teaching known today as “the finished work of Christ.” It is based on Jesus’ statement on the cross: “It is 
finished” (John 19:30). Certainly, He finished His first work at that time, but in no way did He mean that the full 
work was finished. The law makes it clear that there are two works of Christ, not just one, and the prophet Jonah 
lends his prophetic voice to this truth as well. Hence, when Jesus said, “It is finished,” He was not referring to the 
full plan of salvation, but to the first part of it that is depicted by the first goat and the first dove. 


As for the problem of death, the first dove was killed to cleanse all mortals (pictured as lepers). However, it is 
apparent that even believers still die. Mortality was not overcome by the first dove. Instead, the first work of Christ 
laid down the legal foundation of immortality, giving us the promise of life and ensuring that we will indeed achieve 
immortality. When Christ returns into the world (“the open field” in Lev. 14:7), His work as the second dove will 
fulfill His promise and grant us immortality. 


The problem of sin also requires two works of Christ. His death on the cross covered our sin, providing atonement. 
But it is apparent that even believers continue to sin, as even Paul himself acknowledges in Rom. 7:23-25. To cover 
sin gives us legal perfection through imputed righteousness, where God calls what is NOT as though it were (Rom. 
4:17 KJV). Hence, Paul quotes Psalm 32:1 in Rom. 4:7, saying, 


7 Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. * Blessed 
is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account. 


Verse 8 admits that such believers yet have sin, but that the Lord does not take that sin into account—that is, He 
does not hold men liable for their sin, because their sin has been covered. Those who have faith in Christ are 
forgiven, not perfected. Their sin is covered, not removed. 


It takes a second work of Christ to remove iniquity from our hearts and to make us actually righteous. 


It is important for believers to understand how this works, so that we do not become disappointed when we discover 
that our faith in Christ has not removed iniquity, that is, that fleshly desire to sin. Some are given the impression that 
simple faith in Christ’s death on the cross has the power to remove all desire to sin. While such faith certainly can be 
helpful and motivational, the first goat cannot do the work of the second goat. Neither can the first dove do the work 
of the second. 


The Baptism of Christ 


I believe that Jesus was born on the feast of Trumpets, September 29, 2 B.C. He turned 30 on Trumpets in 29 A.D. 
(Remember in your calculation that there is no Year Zero.) After Jesus turned 30 years of age, He went to John for 
baptism on the Day of Atonement. It was the tenth day of Tishri. 


His baptism was necessary “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15) and to fulfill the prophecy about the Day of 
Atonement set forth in the law (Leviticus 16). Baptism signifies death and resurrection (Rom. 6:4). When Jesus was 
baptized, He was presenting Himself to the Father as One who was willing to die for the sin of the world, knowing 
also that He would be raised from the dead. 
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As for timing, John baptized Him while the first goat was being killed in the temple and its blood was being 
sprinkled on the mercy seat to cover sin. The dove then hovered over His head, so that we might know that He was 
also called to fulfill the prophecy of the doves in Leviticus 14. So we read in Matt. 3:16, 17, 


16 And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, Y and behold, a voice 
out of the heavens, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” 


We see, then, that the timing of Christ’s baptism was set by the law setting forth the temple activities on the Day of 
Atonement, but He was being dedicated to do the work of the first dove as well. At that time, He was picturing both 
the first goat and the first dove in the law. The timing of His baptism was established by the goat ceremony in the 
temple on the Day of Atonement. In His role as the first goat, Jesus was being sacrificed as an offering “to Yahweh,” 
as the law commands. 


However, at the same time His baptism pictured His legal death and resurrection as the first dove. Recall that the 
dove was to be killed in an earthen vessel over running water (Lev. 14:5). So Christ came in an earthen vessel 
(human body) and was baptized over running water in the Jordan River. 


The dove that appeared over His head represented the second dove, because He was then to move into the next phase 
as the second dove and the second goat. 


The Temptation of Christ 
Matt. 4:1 says, 
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 


Here we see the start of the second work of Christ, at least insofar as Jesus Himself fulfilled it. Being tempted of the 
devil fulfilled the law, wherein the second goat was supposed to depart, carrying the sins of the people to a deserted 
place. 


But here we see another layer of meaning in the law regarding Azazel. The law does not tell us that the second goat 
was Azazel himself. It says in Lev. 16:8, 


8 And Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the Lord [i.e., “for Yahweh”], and the other lot for 
the scapegoat [i.e., “for Azazel” ]. 


The implication is that the first goat was given to Yahweh, and the second was given to Azazel. What does this 
mean? The meaning is explained by Jesus’ own experience. When Jesus was baptized, He was given to Yahweh (as 
an offering for sin). His baptism dedicated Him to die on the cross at the end of His ministry. 


Christ was then led “into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil” (Matt. 4:1). In other words, He was offered to 
Azazel, that is, to “the devil.” The purpose of this offering was to prove that Azazel had nothing by which to claim 
Him—no sin, no iniquity, no compromise. Azazel was never going to “own” Jesus, but Jesus had to be given to 
Azazel for a season to prove the point. 


So the law of the second goat prophesied of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. More than that, Jesus’ temptation 
for forty days was also a type of Israel’s temptation in the wilderness under Moses and again the Church’s 
temptation in the wilderness for forty Jubilee cycles (40 x 49 years). On an individual level, after each of us comes 
out of Egypt at our Passover experience (justification by faith in His blood), we are all led into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. This is the normal pattern of every believer. No one gets to the Promised Land without going 
through the wilderness. 
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The law was obscure as to the purpose of the second goat being given to Azazel, and this obscurity caused men to 
mistranslate it as “scapegoat.” A scapegoat has little or nothing to do with being tempted by the devil. But the 
manner in which Jesus fulfilled the law proves its meaning. 


When the high priest sent the second goat alive into the wilderness “for Azazel” by the hand of a man standing in 
readiness, he was prophesying of the day that the Spirit of God would lead Christ into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil. Jesus was the goat. The “man who stands in readiness” (Lev. 16:21), called to lead the second goat into 
the wilderness for Azazel, was the Spirit of God. Hence, “Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness.” 


It did not mean that the second goat became the property of the devil, nor did it mean that the second goat 
represented men who could not be saved (as I once heard a man teach). It meant that the Christ (and later His Body) 
was to be tested in the wilderness before His ministry could begin. 


The Book of Enoch 


The Book of Enoch is an old book that was written some time prior to the birth of Jesus. It was never meant to be 
part of Scripture, though some treat it as such. Nor was it written by Enoch himself. In those days, many people 
wrote in the name of a famous person from the past in order to try to give their writing credibility. 


In my opinion, the first chapter of Enoch may well have been written by Enoch himself, and perhaps other portions 
as well; but most of it was added by others many centuries later after the Babylonian captivity. Much of the book 
reflects things that the Jews learned and developed while they were in Babylon. Ezra had already finished compiling 
the canon of Old Testament scripture by the time Enoch had been written. In fact, even if Enoch (or parts of it) had 
been written earlier, Ezra was not inspired to include it in the canon of Scripture. 


Nonetheless, the Book of Enoch has value in that it shows us what many people believed in those days. Jude quotes 
from Enoch in the 14" verse of his short epistle: 


14 And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold the 
Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, * to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the 
ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 


This is a quotation from Enoch 1:9, which says, 


? And behold! He cometh with ten thousands of His holy ones to execute judgement upon all, and to destroy 
all the ungodly; and to convict all flesh of all the works of their ungodliness which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him. 


In chapter 7 of Enoch, Azazel is one of the fallen angels who came to Mount Hermon, took the daughters of men, 
and produced giants (nephilim) as their offspring. Israel encountered these giants many years later from the time of 
Moses until the time of David. 


So we read in Enoch 8:1-3, 
' And Azazel taught men to make swords, and knives, and shields, and breastplates, and made known to 
them the metals of the earth and the art of working them, and bracelets, and ornaments, and the use of 
antimony, and the beautifying of the eyelids, and all kinds of costly stones, and all ? colouring tinctures. And 
there arose much godlessness, and they committed fornication, and they * were led astray, and became 
corrupt in all their ways ... 


In the appeal toward heaven for justice against the Nephilim, the people say in Enoch 9:6, 7, 
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© Thou seest what Azazel hath done, who hath taught all unrighteousness on earth and revealed the eternal 
secrets which were (preserved) in heaven, which ’ men were striving to learn: 


Enoch 10:4-9 gives us God’s verdict: 


4 And again the Lord said to Raphael: 'Bind Azazel hand and foot, and cast him into the darkness: and make 
an opening * in the desert, which is in Dudael, and cast him therein. And place upon him rough and jagged 
rocks, and cover him with darkness, and let him abide there for ever [i.e., until “the day of the great 
judgment”], and cover his face that he may ©’ not see light. And on the day of the great judgement he shall 
be cast into the fire. And heal the earth which the angels have corrupted, and proclaim the healing of the 
earth, that they may heal the plague, and that all the children of men may not perish through all the secret 
things that the * Watchers have disclosed and have taught their sons. And the whole earth has been corrupted 
? through the works that were taught by Azazel: to him ascribe all sin.’ 


http://www.hiddenbible.com/enoch/online.html 


Notice that Azazel was to be bound and imprisoned in the wilderness (“desert”) in darkness until the judgment at the 
Great White Throne. So the second goat had to be taken into the wilderness to be given to Azazel. 


Finally, it says, “to him ascribe all sin,” as if to make him responsible for all the sin in the world—even though 
Adam sinned prior to the coming of the Nephilim in Gen. 6:4. By attributing all sin to Azazel, the book seems to 
identify Azazel with the devil (tempter in Eden). This, of course, contrasts with the righteousness of Christ. The true 
Son of God is contrasted to the rebellious ones who called themselves “sons of God” (Gen. 6:4). It was essentially 
the name of their club. 


The sin in Gen. 6:4 is said to have occurred at Mount Hermon, the same place where Jesus was transfigured and 
where God pronounced Him to be “My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 17:5). Mount Hermon 
was also called “Mount Sion” (Deut. 4:48), the place where the true Sons of God also are gathered (Heb. 12:22 
KJV). Mount Sion is north of Israel on the border between Lebanon and Syria. It is not Mount Zion in Jerusalem. At 
the base of Mount Sion-Hermon was the city of Dan, later known as Caesarea Philippi. 


It is of interest to us to know that the rebellious “sons of God” established a counterfeit sonship movement, knowing 
that Mount Hermon was the divinely-appointed place where the true Sons of God would originate after Jesus was 
transfigured there. They tried to preempt this through sin in Gen 6:4, but they are now being replaced by the true 
Sons of God with Jesus as their Head. 


Jesus’ temptation proved that He was the Righteous One who was worthy of the title and the position of King over 
the whole earth. The false “son of God,” Azazel, tested Him in the wilderness, and in Matt. 4:8 he even took Him to 
a high mountain (probably Mount Hermon) to try to get Him to compromise and to coexist. If Jesus had accepted the 
offer, He would have been given the second highest position of authority over the earth, and He would not have had 
to die on the cross. 


He refused, knowing that it was never in the divine plan for God to settle for less than the restoration of all things, 
where all is put under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25-28). In fact, Jesus had already dedicated Himself to die on the cross 
when He was baptized. If He had turned aside from that course, He could have been neither the first nor the second 
goat. 


The Reward for Overcoming Temptation 
Our word temptation does not do justice to the concept being set forth in Scripture. It is better translated trial or 


testing. Whereas Israel and the Church both failed to pass the tests, Jesus succeeded where they failed. Yet both 
Israel and the Church has had its overcomers—men and women who have succeeded where the majority have failed. 
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Israel had Caleb and Joshua. The Church has had its faithful ones, and though many were martyred for their witness, 
they received the promise of “a better resurrection” (Heb. 11:35). 


This better resurrection is “the first resurrection” (Rev. 20:4-6), which is the resurrection of the overcomers only. 
No unbelievers are raised in that first resurrection. The general resurrection a thousand years later (as it says) will 
see the rest of the dead raised to stand before God at the Great White Throne judgment (Rev. 20:11, 12). 


Jesus said that this general resurrection will include believers as well as unbelievers (John 5:28, 29), and the Apostle 
Paul concurred with this (Acts 24:15). Hence, it is clear that the first resurrection will include only a minority of 
believers, which we call overcomers. These receive “a better resurrection,” better than that of other believers as well 
as unbelievers. 


This is the special reward, not for one’s justification (Passover), but for one’s sanctification (Pentecost) in the 
wilderness test. All believers will receive life (immortality), but the overcomers will receive this reward earlier, so 
that they may reign with Christ during the thousand-year Kingdom Age. 


The Trial of the Second Work 


The trial in the wilderness can be seen as the start of the second work of Christ. In Jesus’ example, it is seen as His 
preparation for ministry. Likewise, Israel’s forty years in the wilderness was designed to prepare them for the work 
of building the Kingdom. More recently, the Church’s forty Jubilees in the wilderness was supposed to prepare the 
hearts of believers to build the Kingdom in the Age to come. 


Unfortunately, most believers failed to prepare their hearts, both in Israel and in the Church. For this reason, the 
overcomers are blessed with immortality at the first resurrection, and these are called to “reign with Him for a 
thousand years” (Rev. 20:6). 


There will be many other believers in that day who will then regret their lawless and blind way of life. They will 
wish that they had taken Jesus more seriously. They will wish they had studied the Scriptures for themselves and 
learned to hear His voice, rather than relying upon men or church organizations. By remaining mortal at the second 
coming of Christ, they will die in their own wilderness, even as the Israelites died without receiving the promised 
inheritance. Yet they will receive their reward later at the general resurrection. 


The point is that the time to begin the second work of Christ is now, not later. The greater empowerment will come 
later with the second coming of Christ, but there is much to be done here and now, though we are yet being tried and 
tested by the devil. 


Our wilderness test is our “Moses” phase, wherein we prepare to receive the Promise under “Joshua.” We all have 
ministries today on a small scale, for this is part of our on-the-job training. But we should also understand that this is 
preparing us for a much greater ministry to evangelize the world and bring all things under the feet of Christ after 
His second coming. We see this in the pattern of Jesus Himself, who began His ministry after His forty-day trial, and 
also in the pattern of Joshua, whose real ministry began after the death of Moses. 


Many have been given the impression that the second coming of Christ will mark their retirement. They think that 
they will then sit on a cloud and learn to play a harp while singing songs of praise for eternity. They think that 
suddenly all men will be either in heaven or hell and that the time of evangelism will be finished. Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. 


Isaiah 2:2-4 tells us that in that day all nations will send representatives to learn the laws and ways of God. In other 


words, the greatest Kingdom work in all of history will then begin. Everyone will want to know how the overcomers 
achieved immortality, glory, and righteousness. 
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The Kingdom of God will be like a “stone” that begins small, but grows until it becomes a great mountain and fills 
the whole earth (Dan. 2:35). This is the Kingdom of God, the fifth kingdom in the succession of world empires. Its 
growth will take time. It will take a thousand years. For the overcomers, retirement is not an option. Why prepare all 
of your life, only to retire when you have finally received the power to participate in the greatest calling ever? 


Paul says in 1 Cor. 15:25-27, speaking of the time after the resurrection, 


25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 7° The last enemy that will be 
abolished is death. 7’ For He has put all things in subjection under His feet ... 


There is no mention of retirement in these verses. It is a time of subduing all who think of Jesus Christ as their 
enemy. He will not subdue or subject all nations in a single moment of time, even though He certainly would have 
the power to do so. It will take time, because He does not intend to subdue them by military conquest, but by 
evangelism and by setting forth an example of righteous government and prosperity among Kingdom citizens. 


It will be done “not by might, nor by power [force], but by My Spirit” (Zech. 4:6). It will be done, “not in persuasive 
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of [godly exercise of] power” (1 Cor. 2:4). 


In fact, it is only when the remaining nations of unbelievers finally attack the Kingdom nations toward the end of the 
thousand years (Rev. 20:7-9) that the Kingdom of God has lawful cause to take over their territory by conquest. 
Until then, evangelism will be the order of the day. But in the end, God looses Satan for a season, so that he might 
tempt the nations to start a war, thereby giving the Kingdom lawful cause to take over the rest of the land mass of 
the world. 


Once the whole earth has been reclaimed, then the Great White Throne judgment will occur, and the restoration of 
all things will begin. The dead from past generations will be raised for judgment, so that they too might be 
disciplined and corrected by the fiery law of God (Deut. 33:2, KJV), whose decrees are like a river of fire coming 
from the throne (Dan. 7:9, 10), ultimately forming a lake of fire (Rev. 20:14). 


This fire is not literal. The law itself is the fire, and this includes all judgments that call for restitution for theft and 
beatings of up to forty stripes for other crimes (Deut. 25:2, 3). Jesus Himself said that a flogging was a “fire” in 
Luke 12:48, 49. 


Jonah’s Second Calling 


As we will see shortly, when Jonah was called the second time, he went to Nineveh and preached the word. The city 
repented. Their conversion was real, but Jonah did not stay to teach them the ways of God, so it did not last. It is 
very doubtful if anyone in the city even had a copy of the Scriptures. Nonetheless, their repentance was sufficient to 
prophesy of a greater work that is yet to be done at the second coming of Christ. Not just a city, but the world itself 
will become subject to Jesus Christ the King of Kings. His glory will fill the whole earth (Num. 14:21). 


All of this will come to pass according to the pattern shown in the story of Jonah. Jonah led no armies to subdue 
Nineveh. He carried only the Sword of the Spirit, the same sword by which we too will subdue the nations. It is a 
sword that comes from our mouths through the word of God spoken with power. 


The Pattern in Acts 


The Spirit of God came down upon the disciples in the upper room on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-3. This was 
the fulfillment of the feast of Pentecost, the second great feast of the Lord. But many have missed the fact that there 
was a second outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 4:31, 


31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered was shaken, and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the word of God with boldness. 
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This prophesies of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that is yet future, the final move of God that is associated with 
the second work of Christ. It is characterized, not by the gift of tongues, nor even by tongues of fire, but by speaking 
the word of God with boldness. 


This points to the second work of Jonah, the prophet who spoke the word of God with boldness to the people of 
Nineveh. The results that Jonah saw in his day prophesy in a small way of the results that we will see in our own 
time. 


The Lots 


So when Jonah 1:7 tells us that the sailors cast lots and that the lot fell upon Jonah, we are to see this as a fulfillment 
of Lev. 16:8, where the lots were cast to determine the two goats. The two goats in turn prophesy of the two works 
of Christ, and since Jonah means “dove,” they must also be linked to the two doves in Lev. 14:1-7. 


The prophet Jonah is the main prophet in the Bible who illustrates these laws and gives us a prophetic story that 


reveals the meaning of these laws. Without understanding the story of Jonah, we would be hard pressed to see the 
two goats and two doves in the book of Acts. 
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Chapter 5: The Solution 


As we have seen, the ship’s captain cast lots to see who had caused the great storm that threatened to sink the ship. 
When the lot revealed that Jonah was the problem, we read in Jonah 1:8, 


8 Then they said to him [Jonah], “Tell us, now! On whose account has this calamity struck us? What is 
your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?” 


It appears that many of the sailors were asking questions. Verse 9 gives us only a partial answer from Jonah: 


2 And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord [Yahweh] God of heaven who made the sea 
and the dry land.” 


Jonah said much more than this, for the next verse tells us that he explained why he was traveling to Tarshish: 


10 Then the men became extremely frightened, and they said to him, “How could you do this?” For the 
men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. 


Jonah confessed that he had fled from the presence of the Lord, and the sailors knew that this was the cause of their 
calamity on the high seas. 


Jonah, the Hebrew 


Jonah identified himself, not as a man from a town in Zebulun, nor even as an Israelite, but as a Hebrew. Bullinger 
attributes this to the language which he spoke, but this explanation seems to fall short of a deeper truth. 


A Hebrew is literally an immigrant, one who crosses over from one country to another. The word is /briy, from 
Eber, the patriarch in Gen. 11:15-17, whose name means “the region beyond.” In a biblical sense, the descendants of 
Eber are Hebrews, and so Abraham himself was called a Hebrew (Gen. 14:13). 


Abraham was not an Israelite, for he was not descended from his grandson, Jacob, who was the first to be named 
Israel. Neither was Abraham a Jew, for he was not descended from Israel’s son, Judah. He was a Hebrew. 


In a broader sense, many other immigrants from the Tigris-Euphrates valley to the land of Syria and Canaan were 
known as Hebrews (Habiru), according to the clay tablets and stone monuments unearthed by archeologists. 
However, from a biblical perspective, a Hebrew was primarily a descendant of Eber (or Heber) and more 
particularly, Abraham, the heir of the birthright through that lineage. 


Many years later, after Jesus came as the Mediator of the New Covenant, the book of Hebrews was written to show 
the path to all who might immigrate from the Old Covenant to the New. The term then took on a greater meaning, 
for the call of Abraham to leave his father’s country and go to a new and unknown place was seen as a model for all 
Jews being called to leave their Old Covenant religious practice and to immigrate to a new way of spiritual life in 
Christ. 


But what has this to do with Jonah? Why did Jonah call himself a Hebrew? 
This identification was partly ironic and partly prophetic. The irony is in the fact that Jonah was immigrating to 


Tarshish against the will of God. In that way, Jonah was not at all like Abraham, though both traveled west. 
Abraham obeyed God; Jonah disobeyed. 
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Yet, even Jonah’s disobedience could not deviate from the divine plan, for this led to his call as a type of Christ in 
His death, burial (in the heart of the earth), and resurrection. When Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Jonah, He showed 
the path of life to all of the new Hebrews immigrating to the Kingdom of God. 


The God of Heaven 


Jonah identified his God as Yahweh, the God of heaven. He did not say “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” 
(Exodus 3:15), nor even “the God of Israel” (Exodus 5:1), for he was not addressing his own people. There was no 
reason to emphasize the personal relationship or covenant that God had made with Israel. Instead, Jonah called him 
the God of Heaven in order to identify Him as the Creator and the true God of all men. 


Bullinger makes the point that the specific term, “God of heaven,” was first used in 2 Chron. 36:23, after both Israel 
and Judah had been taken captive, one to Assyria and the other to Babylon. He says in his notes for this verse, 


“It is the title peculiar to the times of the Gentiles, while God acts from heaven, and not from between the 
Cherubim as Jehovah the God of Israel, or as ‘the Lord of all the earth’ (His millennial title). ” 


Just as many monarchs have more than one title, each describing a different relationship to people or nations, so also 
God Himself has different names and titles. He was the God of Israel as long as His presence rested upon the Ark of 
the Covenant that was in Israel’s midst. But His presence left Jerusalem in Ezekiel 11:23 and rested for six centuries 
upon the Mount of Olives. Then later His departure was completed when Christ ascended from the same mount forty 
days after His resurrection (Acts 1:3, 9, 12). 


Bullinger says that during the times of the Gentiles, His title is The God of Heaven. Then when Christ returns, He 
will be known as The Lord [King, Ruler, Owner] of All the Earth. He was the God of Israel even while the Israelites 
were in rebellion against Him; He has been the God of Heaven while the beast nations, who were given the 
Dominion Mandate, continued to ignore His laws. But He will bring all things under His feet after Christ returns to 
overthrow all usurpers and to give the Dominion Mandate to the saints of the Most High (Dan. 7:27). 


Meanwhile, Jonah referred to Him as Yahweh, the God of Heaven, to appeal to the sailors’ understanding of the 
Creator of “the sea and the dry land” (Gen. 1:10). The fact that their ship was being tossed to and fro in the midst of 
the high seas showed that this was the God that had sent the storm as divine judgment upon Jonah. The God of the 
Sea was not Neptune, but Yahweh. 


Further, Jonah was a prophet representing not only Christ, but also Israel. His rebelliousness reflected the heart of 
Israel. His nationalism reflected the narrow thinking of the Israelites who saw God as their tribal deity. The 
judgment (storm) was soon to come upon Israel itself, and then the Israelites would be forced to become Hebrew 
immigrants into other lands. 


But, of course, the ultimate solution was for the Israelites—and all nations with them—to immigrate to the heavenly 
“country” and spiritual “city” that Abraham foresaw (Heb. 11:16). The map showing the way to that country was to 
come only through the New Covenant, open to all and attainable by faith in Jesus Christ. 


“How Could You Do This?” 


In Jonah 1:10, when the sailors heard Jonah’s confession, they were angry and frustrated, asking, “How could you do 
this?” The KJV reads, “Why hast thou done this?” 


Because the conversation is so abbreviated, we do not know if Jonah actually explained it or not. It is not likely that 
Jonah found time to give them a complete answer, since the storm was keeping them quite busy. From a reader”s 
perspective, we are not given the answer to this question until Jonah 4:1-3. There we find that Jonah was a good 
nationalist and disagreed with God’s judgment upon the House of Israel. He did not want to give Nineveh an 
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opportunity to repent. Jonah hoped that Assyria would be destroyed for its sin, for he wanted Israel to avoid 
judgment and to be God's people in spite of their rebelliousness and continual violation of His laws. 


Jonah did not want God to save Nineveh, because he knew that the Assyrians would soon conquer and deport the 
House of Israel. Ironically, Jonah then deported himself as a sign of what would happen to Israel. He was then 
swallowed up by the great fish, picturing the death of the nation, as Hosea 8:8, 9 also prophesied, 


8 Israel is swallowed up; they are now among the nations like a vessel in which no one delights. ? For 
they have gone up to Assyria ... 


Hosea 7:11 calls Israel “a silly dove,” that is, a silly Jonah. Thus Hosea’s answer to the sailors’ question, “How 
could you do this?” was that Jonah was acting silly. The broader answer is that Israel itself was silly for thinking that 
they could set aside God’s law with impunity. 


Such silliness has continued to the present time. And each generation has wondered why God has allowed the beast 
nations to rule over them with oppressive, man-made laws and traditions. 


“What Should We do?” 
Jonah 1:11 says, 


11 So they said to him, “What should we do to you that the sea may become calm for us?”—for the sea 
was becoming increasingly stormy. 


It is interesting that the sailors did not know what to do with Jonah. They did not know what judgment to render that 
would satisfy the law of Yahweh for Jonah’s disobedience. But Paul tells us the answer in Rom. 6:23, “the wages of 
sin is death.” 


As a prophetic type of Israel, Jonah was guilty of sin and was sentenced to death. In his role as a prophetic type of 
Christ, Jonah took upon himself the penalty for Israel’s sin and, indeed, the sin of the whole world (1 John 2:2). 


In that Jonah sentenced himself to death, he prophesied that Jesus Christ too would come voluntarily to die for the 
sin of the world. 


There are two ways in which men are called to sentence themselves. The first is through blind judgment, such as we 
see when Nathan confronted David over his sin with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 12:5). We see the same in Matt. 21:40, 41, 
when Jesus asked the Pharisees to judge the husbandmen who had usurped the vineyard. 


The second is through open judgment, such as we see in the case of Jonah, as well as with all repentant sinners who 
agree with the law that the sentence of God is just. Paul says in Rom. 7:12 and 22, 


12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good ... 7” For I joyfully 
concur with the law of God in the inner man. 


We should also hasten to add that it is hardly possible to concur with the judgment upon ourselves unless we also 
understand that the judgment is not the end of the matter. After death comes resurrection. Submitting to the sentence 
of the law is followed by full forgiveness. Death is only temporary; that which follows is immortal life. 


We are not told if Jonah understood that he would be saved out of the watery grave. He must have had some sense of 


this, because he was a type of Christ, and Jesus clearly saw past the cross to the glory that awaited Him on the other 
side of divine judgment. 
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“Throw Me into the Sea” 
In Jonah 1:12 the prophet gives them the answer: 


12 And he said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea. Then the sea will become calm for you, 
for I know that on account of me this great storm has come upon you.” 


There are many spiritual principles to be learned in this instruction. First, as a rebellious prophet, Jonah sentenced 
himself to death in agreement with the law of God. Second, he prophesied of Christ, who was to die to save the 
people. (Take note that it was the non-Israelite sailors who were to be saved.) Third, this action would calm the sea. 


The sea represents “peoples and multitudes, and nations and tongues” (Rev. 17:15). Their violence and lawlessness 
is pictured in Isaiah 57:20, 21 


20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea, for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up refuse and mud. 
21 “There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” 


The inner peace of God that surpasses understanding and comprehension comes only through the death of Christ. 
Only by His death can wars cease. 


Further, this principle is set forth again when Jesus walked on the water, for though the seas were in turmoil, they 
remained calm under His feet. When Peter, the son of Jonah (John 21:15), stepped out of the boat to meet Him, he 
experienced the calm water as well, until he took his eyes off Jesus and began to focus on the raging sea around him. 


The message, then, is clear. If you insert Jesus into the stormy sea, the seas will become calm. On a secondary level, 
when the overcomers (represented by Peter) step out of the boat and go out to meet Him, they too will experience 
calm waters as long as they keep their focus upon Him. 


The Captain Objects 
Jonah 1:13 says, 


13 However, the men rowed desperately to return to land, but they could not, for the sea was becoming 
even stormier against them. 


We can be sure that the sailors themselves did not make this decision. The captain was an honorable man, and since 
Jonah had paid his fare, expecting the ship to take him to Tarshish, the captain was duty-bound to take him there. 
His intentions were good, but he could not fight the divine plan, for he was caught up in the prophetic drama, and a 
higher will than his own was directing the events. 


Jonah 1:14, 15 continues, 


14 Then they called on the Lord [Yahweh] and said, “We earnestly pray, O Lord, do not let us perish on 
account of this man’s life, and do not put innocent blood on us; for Thou, O Lord, hast done as Thou 
hast pleased.” 15 So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. 


In Jonah’s last moments on the ship, he persuaded the crew to pray to Yahweh, the God of Israel. Reluctantly, they 
threw the prophet into the sea. In doing this, they were not prophetically acting out the role of the chief priests and 
Pharisees who sentenced Jesus to death. Nor did they act out the role of the deceived crowd who demanded, 
“Crucify Him!” (John 19:15). 


Instead, the captain and crew of the ship were accepting Jonah’s self-sacrifice, and thereby they played the role of 
those who would later accept Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. The crew prayed to Yahweh; the chief priests did not. In 
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fact, in Jesus” parable of the vineyard, the husbandmen (chief priests) say in Matt. 21:38, “This is the Heir; come, let 
us kill Him and seize His inheritance.” Their intention was to usurp the vineyard (Kingdom) for their own profit, 
whereas the crew of the ship had no such motive. 


Conversion 
Jonah 1:16 says, 


16 Then the men feared the Lord [Yahweh] greatly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made 
VOWS. 


To fear the Lord from a carnal sense is to be afraid of Him. But as love begins to cast out all fear, the fear of the 
Lord means to reverence Him, to be in awe of Him, and most importantly, to recognize His right to be obeyed. 
Yahweh has the right to rule all nations. 


We know nothing about the sailor’s lives after this great conversion. Did they seek to learn the laws of God? Did the 
memory fade over time? Did they revert back to paganism? We are not told. However, the biblical purpose of this 
story is to show that when men accept the sacrifice of Christ, they are converted. 


Their “vows” to serve Him are essentially the same vow that Israel took at the base of Mount Horeb, when they said 
in Exodus 19:8, “All that the Lord has spoken, we will do!” While this is merely an Old Covenant vow, which can 
never be fulfilled in its entirety, it was acceptable in that time and era, for it was the start of a relationship with 
Yahweh. In time, of course, that relationship would need an upgrade. 


Time in the Grave 
Jonah 1:17 says, 


17 And the Lord appointed a great fish [gadole dag] to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach 
[meah] of the fish three days and three nights. 


The word that is translated “stomach” (NASB) or “belly” (KJV) is meah, from a root word that means “soft.” It 
refers to the “soft underbelly,” or internal organs. Some say he was sucked into the air intake valve of the whale, 
where he would have sufficient air to survive. Others say he was swallowed into the whale’s stomach, which better 
fits the prophetic type of “the heart of the earth” (Matt. 12:40). 


Ferrar Fenton bypasses the problem altogether, saying that The Great Fish was the name of a passing ship which 
rescued him, carrying him in its hold for three days and nights before discharging him on the land. If so, then the 
ship’s name made it represent Nineveh, “Fish City,” as a prophetic type. Of course, the truth of the message does not 
depend on the type of “fish,” other than its connection to Nineveh. 


Three Days and Three Nights 
There is probably not a more hotly contested prophecy than the one about Jonah being three days and three nights in 


the whale’s belly. Its importance has been raised to a fever pitch by those who stake Jesus’ entire ministry on his 
being 72 hours in the grave, which is their interpretation of Matt. 12:40, 41. 


The main problem, of course, is that Matt. 12:40 is the only time that Jesus said that He would be in the grave for 
“three days and three nights.” Essentially, he was quoting Jonah 1:17. But on every other occasion, He said 21 times 
that He would rise on the third day. The first time this is mentioned is in Matt. 16:21, 
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21 From that time Jesus Christ began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third 


day. 


Another example is found in Luke 18:32, 33, 


32 For He will be delivered to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon; * and 
after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again. 


In Luke 13:32 He defined this phrase, saying, 


32 And He said to them, “Go and tell that fox [Herod], “Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures 
today and tomorrow, and the third day I reach My goal. 


In other words, “today” is included in the count of time to the third day. The third day is the day after tomorrow, and 
this is the usual way in which the Hebrews counted time. 


So unless we are willing to ignore it altogether, we must either try to interpret the 21 statements to conform to a 72- 
hour period, or we can interpret the single statement, “three days and three nights” in conformity to the other 21 
statements. 


“Day and night” is a Hebrew idiom that means continuous time. In other words, neither Jonah nor Jesus spent three 
days in the heart of the earth, while being released at night. Their ordeals were without a break, both day and night. 


This idea is seen in Esther 4:16, where the queen asked people to fast for her, saying, “do not eat or drink for three 
days, night or day.” Then in Esther 5:1 we read, “Now it came about on the third day” that Esther came before the 
king. She did not wait 72 hours. 


Neither was Jesus in the grave for 72 hours. The early church was unanimous in understanding that Jesus rose in the 


early morning of the third day. The idea that this would contradict Jesus’ statement about “three days and three 
nights” did not even occur to them, for they knew that this was a Hebrew idiom and not a statement about 72 hours. 
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Chapter 6: Jonah in Sheol 


When Jonah was cast into the sea—at his insistence—it represented more than the death of Christ. It also prophesied 
of the rejection of Christ, that is, being “cast out.” We cannot separate His rejection from His death, because without 
being rejected, they never would have crucified Him. His death was necessary to solve the problem of the troubled 
sea of humanity and the divine judgment. 


Furthermore, the crew then “offered sacrifice to the Lord and made vows” (Jonah 1:16), and this prophesied the 
conversion and restoration of the nations back to God. Since these were non-Israelites offering sacrifice to the God 
of Israel, it shows that the scope of this restoration is universal, not just national. 


This scene also foreshadowed the conversion of the city of Nineveh as well, which gives us the result of the work 
and the climax of the prophecy itself. The people of Nineveh were not Israelites. 


Jonah's Prayer in Sheol 
The second chapter of Jonah gives his prayer in the great fish. Jonah 2:1, 2 says, 


1 Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish, ? and he said, “I called out of 
my distress to the Lord, and He answered me. I cried for help from the depth of Sheol; Thou didst 
hear my voice.” 


Since Jonah wrote his testimony afterward, he was able to tell the readers that God heard him and answered his 
prayer. 


The belly (meah, “inward parts”) of the fish is called “the depth of Sheol.” The Hebrew word sheol is often 
translated “hell,” but it is better rendered “grave, a pit where the dead are placed.” The old English word “hell” 
originally referred to a “covering,” still seen in our word helmet (covering for the head). Farmers used to hell 
potatoes, putting them in the root cellar for storage. A helot is a serf or bondsman, one who is under authority, or 
covered by a master or owner. 


The Hebrew word sheol is translated into Greek as hades in the Septuagint. Hence, the New Testament uses hades as 
the equivalent for sheol in the Old Testament. Paul uses the term just once in all of his letters: 1 Cor. 15:55 (KJV), 


55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave [hades], where is thy victory? 


Paul speaks much of death itself, but he has nothing to say about hades, other than to treat it as a defeated foe. This 
is, perhaps, unfortunate from our point of view, for much misunderstanding has arisen as the church redefined hell 
from a grave to a place of burning torment. 


Yet we see no such burning in Jonah’s sheol. It merely represents the place of death. Some insist that Jonah had to 
truly die in order to be a type of Christ, but it is hardly necessary to take the metaphor that far. Likewise, to try to 
prove from Jonah’s experience that the dead are conscious goes beyond the scope of the prophecy. 


As for Jesus’ experience in fulfilling the prophecy, we read in The Emphatic Diaglott Peter’s words in Acts 2:29-32, 


22 Brethren! I may speak to you with freedom concerning the patriarch David, that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is among us to this day. * Being, therefore, a prophet, and knowing that God 
swore to him with an oath that of the fruit of his loins he would cause one to sit upon his throne; °! 
foreseeing he spoke concerning the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not left in hades, nor did 
his flesh see corruption. >” But God raised up this Jesus, for which we are Witnesses. 
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The Diaglott says in its interlinear text that hades means “invisibility.” The Concordant Version’s notes say that it is 
more than invisibility. They use the term “imperceptible,” to exclude all forms of sensation when speaking of death. 


Of course, because it is the soul (not the spirit) that goes to sheol or hades, the terms apply to soulish perceptions 
that include the five senses. The soul does indeed die, as we read in Ezekiel 18:4, “the soul who sins will die.” It is 
not merely the body that dies, but the soul as well, because the soul is fleshly and is the identity of the first Adam 
who was condemned to death in Gen. 2:17, where God said, “you will surely die.” 


The spirit, on the other hand, returns to God, for Eccl. 12:7 says, 
7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it. 


We are spirit, soul, and body, and each has a conscious mind of its own. The body has a brain; the soul has a fleshly 
mind, and the spirit has a spiritual mind. The consciousness of the body and soul die, but the conscious mind of the 

spirit does not suffer the same fate, but returns to God, its place of origin. Death is a return to the place where each 

part of our being originated. 


The soul came into being when the breath (Spirit) of God was breathed into the dust of Adam’s body. When the 
Spirit leaves the body, death occurs, for James 2:26 says, “the body without the spirit is dead.” When the spirit 
leaves the body, the soul returns to the state of imperceptibility, or hades. This part of us cannot regain conscious 
perception until the resurrection, when spirit and body are again reunited to bring forth a new soul. This new soul 
will remain in its rightful place that is subordinate to the spirit’s authority. 


So Jonah, the type of Christ, was raised up from Sheol, as he says. His “resurrection” from the belly of the fish and 
the watery grave prefigured Christ’s own resurrection in fulfillment of the oath that God made to David not to be left 
in sheol/hades. That oath applied to David as well as to Jesus, and it applies also to all mankind (Rev. 20:5, 12). 


Cast into the Deep 
Jonah 2:3 continues, 


3 “For Thou hadst cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the current engulfed me. All 
Thy breakers and billows passed over me.” 


The term “heart of the seas” is used often in Ezekiel 27 and 28 when speaking of the overthrow of the king of Tyre. 
On the surface, it refers to the “midst” of the sea, as it is translated in the KJV. But on a deeper level, it suggests that 
the king of Tyre was seated in the heart of the sea of nations, for Rev. 17:15 says that the waters “are peoples and 
multitudes, and nations and tongues.” Hence, this king and his prideful actions represent the heart of all fleshly 
nations that know not God. 


So Jonah was cast into the heart of the seas, where the king of Tyre was also pictured metaphorically. He was cast 
into sheol, where all sinners go, not only on account of his personal sin, but as a representative of the nation of 
Israel, which was soon to be cast out as well and swallowed up by Nineveh, or “Fish City.” 


Yet the good news is that on another level Jonah also represented Christ, who was cast into sheol to pay the penalty 
for the sin of Israel and also the whole world (1 John 2:2). 


Death is a time of breaking. So Jonah 2:3 says, “All Thy breakers and billows passed over me.” The Hebrew word 


translated “breakers” is mishbar, from the root word shabar, “to break, break in pieces.” It is an interesting word 
choice, because Jonah’s self-will was being broken as well. 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 28 of 44 


The New Testament teaching about putting the old man to death, or crucifying the flesh, is really about breaking the 
will of the old man of flesh in order to subordinate it to the will of the spiritual man, that is, the New Creation Man. 
So when we ourselves die to the flesh, God’s “breakers” come to break the fleshly will. 


Expulsion and Hope 
Jonah 2:4 says, 


4 «So I said, ‘I have been expelled from Thy sight. Nevertheless, I will look again toward Thy holy 
temple.” 


In the middle of the sea, far from his homeland, far from the temple in Jerusalem, Jonah must have felt lost. He 
knew by this time that he had done wrong, and he had every reason to be full of despair at his hopeless situation. Yet 
in spite of everything, Jonah had the revelation that the God of Israel was a God of mercy. Somehow he knew too 
that God was not finished with him. 


To look toward the temple probably means to reach out to the God from whom he had been fleeing. In other words, 
at that point he stopped running. He could go no further, for he had reached the end of himself. He was trapped, and 
any hope of reaching Tarshish was gone. Perhaps this also means that he had revelation that he would again see the 
temple in Jerusalem. We do not know. 


Meanwhile, however, by all natural perception, Jonah’s condition was hopeless. Jonah 2:5 says, 


5 “Water encompassed me to the point of death. The great deep engulfed me, weeds were wrapped 
around my head. 


Jonah had “weeds” wrapped around his head. Jesus had “a crown of thorns” (Matt. 27:29). Jonah 2:6 continues, 


6 I descended to the roots of the mountains. The earth with its bars [beriyach, “bolt, crossbeam, bar on a 
gate”] was around me forever [olam], but Thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God.” 


Jonah was “behind bars” in the sense that he was unable to extract himself from the situation. The pit was so deep 
that he could see “the roots of the mountains.” He was there “forever,” say many translations. The Hebrew word 
olam, however, does not mean “forever.” It comes from the root word alam, “to hide.” 

Olam is a hidden, or unknown period of time. It is indefinite, not infinite. In this case, olam was just three days. But 
Jonah did not know how long he would remain in the grave, for his time in the fish was hidden from him. No doubt, 
after he reached the shore, he was able to figure out that he had been in the fish for three days. 

Perhaps Jonah used the word olam to suggest a double meaning. When he was in the heart of the seas for a hidden 
period of time, he was also alone and hidden from the sight of all men. Yet hope remained, though hidden in his 
heart until that moment. 

Jonah Remembers 

Jonah 2:7 says, 


7 While I was fainting away, I remembered the Lord; and my prayer came to Thee, into Thy holy 
temple. 


As Jonah was losing consciousness, his thoughts turned to the temple of God in Jerusalem. He prayed toward that 
temple in his mind, and the Lord heard his prayer. It was as if Jonah had come to the temple, though he was far away 
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in the middle of the sea. Perhaps he had an out-of-body experience, where his spirit was taken to the temple in 
Jerusalem, leaving his body behind. 


Mercy and Correction 
Jonah 2:8 continues, quoting from the KJV, 

8 They that observe lying vanities [empty vanity or vain idols] forsake their own mercy [chesed]. 
Dr. Bullinger’s note says this about the Hebrew word chesed (or hesed): 


mercy. Heb. hesed. A homonym with two meanings: (1) lovingkindness ... and (2) correction, or 
chastisement ... a wicked thing bringing down punishment. 


In Gen. 24:12, Abraham’s steward prays to “show chesed to my master Abraham.” It was a prayer for 
lovingkindness or mercy, not a prayer for correction. 


But in Lev. 20:14, chesed is translated “wickedness” (KJV) or “immorality” (NASB) that was to be judged or 
corrected. The word is used again in Ley. 20:17, where the NASB renders it “disgrace.” 


Jonah uses the term to express a dual idea. First, those who depend upon vain idols (or heart idols) forsake the mercy 
and lovingkindness of God—as he himself had already done. The idol in his heart had caused him to flee, rather than 
to preach the word to Nineveh. He did not want Nineveh to see the lovingkindness of God (Jonah 4:2). He wanted 
God to judge Nineveh. 


Hence, the first lesson (warning) is that heart idolatry prevents us from understanding the merciful nature of God. 
When men do not understand the nature of God, they tend to be judgmental of sinners that surely ought to be 
judged! 


The second lesson is that those who have heart idols forsake God's correction through discipline or judgment. In 
other words, they refuse to be corrected. In Jonah’s case, he refused correction until he knew that he must be cast 
into the sea. 


An idol of the heart is any hidden motive or desire that prevents us from seeing truth or from seeing God as He 
really is. Incorrect or distorted views about God’s law, judgment, and the mercy factors built into the law (such as 
the Jubilee) are all evidence of heart idolatry. To overthrow such idols requires exposing the problem, for once a 
person sees the problem, the idols come crashing down. Heart idols require secrecy to retain control. Once they are 
known, they lose their grip upon the hearts of men. 


The Revelation of Jonah 


This lesson in Jonah 2:8, which is bound up in the homonym of chesed, is perhaps the main theme, lesson, and 
purpose of the book of Jonah. The book is about the mercy of God toward Nineveh, and the purpose of correction 
and judgment. The judgments of God are not meant to destroy but to correct. For this reason Isaiah 26:9 says, “for 
when the earth experiences Thy judgments, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.” 


Judgment does not come from a vindictive God, nor from a God of Justice apart from mercy and love. Certainly God 
is just, but insofar as His nature is concerned, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). Hence, all of His judgments, first and 
foremost, are applied by a God of Love. God has built the law out of the principle of love, which never ends and 
which always finds a way to succeed in the end. 
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So, as we will see, the entire city of Nineveh is shown the mercy and love of God. Jonah still had a problem with 
this, because He believed in the justice of God, but he still disagreed with the universal application of God’s love 
and mercy. 


To truly understand the lesson from Jonah, we must see that the judgments of God are remedial and corrective. They 
are designed to destroy sin and flesh in order to restore all men back to God. The success of this divine goal does not 
depend upon the will of man, nor does it depend on how well men fulfill their callings. Success is based fully on the 
ability of God to fulfill His vows, oaths, and promises. 


Those who see the divine plan only in terms of men’s ability to fulfill their vows of obedience cannot understand 
how God could actually save all of creation. They usually believe that God COULD do it, but that He has restricted 
His power by delegating “free will” to mankind and making their salvation dependent upon their own choices. 


Such a plan, of course, would have no chance of succeeding. But fortunately, though God has indeed delegated 
authority, He has never given away His sovereignty. His promises do not depend on the will of man, but solely upon 
His own will. 


The book of Jonah, then, is really about the Restoration of All Things, which appears in Scripture from the 
beginning, but which was hardly understood until the apostles wrote of it. The coming of Christ and the work He did 
on the cross was the most important step that God took by the counsel of His own will to intervene in history. 


This was not the only intervention, however, for He did not leave the fate of the world in the hands of imperfect 
men. He will continue to intervene. There will be a second coming, accompanied by a resurrection of overcomers. 
Later, at the Great White Throne, He will summon all of the dead and reveal Himself to all. Then every knee will 
bow, and every tongue will confess Him as Lord (Phil. 2:10, 11). 


In other words, they will all submit to the righteous judgment of the “fiery law” (Deut. 33:2, KJV). They will not 
avoid judgment, but yet they will learn righteousness (Isaiah 26:9) during that final Age. 


At the end of that Age of Judgment, there will be a Creation Jubilee at the end of time, where all sin-debt will be 
canceled, so that all of creation can be set free into the glorious freedom of the children of God (Rom. 8:21). Then 
all things will be put under His feet so that God may be all in all (1 Cor. 15:28), and this will be the point in time 
when the rest of God’s promises are fulfilled. 


Jonah’s Sacrifice 
Jonah 2:9 says, 


? But I will sacrifice to Thee with the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will pay. 
Salvation is from the Lord. 


Jonah was in no position to make a sacrifice in the temple in Jerusalem. But he knew that God accepted sacrifices of 
thanksgiving—even from the belly of the whale. He knew that God placed no value on animal sacrifices in 


themselves. He knew that true sacrifice came from the heart. Hence, what he could do, that he did. 


Hosea 6:6 (KJV) says, 


6 I desire mercy [chesed] and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. 
Isaiah 1:11 echoes this, saying, 


u “What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?” says the Lord. “I have had enough of burnt offerings 
of rams, and the fat of cattle. And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.” 
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Jonah understood this. He knew that he did not have to go to Jerusalem to make a sacrifice, nor did he need to offer 
the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats for God to hear him. Even more important is the fact that Jonah offered “the voice 
of thanksgiving.” There, in the belly of the great fish, lost at sea, he gave thanks to God, and his sacrifice was 
accepted! 

No wonder the apostle Paul instructed us in 1 Thess. 5:18, “in everything give thanks.” It takes real faith to thank 
God for everything. We often remember to thank God for the good things in life—and so we should—but the most 
valuable thing in the world is thanksgiving for adversity in our lives. Such faith goes against human nature. It is, in 
fact, an act of spirituality from the New Creation Man. 

Jonah’s Salvation 

Jonah 2:9 says, “Salvation is from the Lord.” The Hebrew word translated “salvation” is yeshua, which is Jesus’ 
Hebrew name. Every time the word yeshua is used in the Old Testament, it is a prophetic reference to Jesus in some 
manner. 


This was understood by Simeon, when he took Jesus in his arms and said in Luke 2:29, 30, 


22 Now, Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; *° for my eyes 
have seen Thy salvation. 


When Simeon laid his eyes upon Yeshua-Jesus, the promise of God was fulfilled to him, for his eyes had seen God’s 
Yeshua. 


Later, John the Baptist prepared the way for the Messiah, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah. Luke 3:6 says, 
6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 


Indeed, all flesh will see the Yeshua of God. They will recognize Him as King. They will confess Him as Lord. They 
will bow their knees to Him in the end. It is written. 


Jonah 2:10 concludes the chapter, saying, 
10 Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land. 


This was the prophet’s resurrection to newness of life. 
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Chapter 7: Jonah Preaches to Nineveh 


After Jonah’s deliverance from the great fish, God called him a second time. Jonah 3:1, 2 says, 


1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, ? “Arise, go to Nineveh the great 
city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.” 


This begins the prophecy about the second work of Christ, which was to take place after the resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus. It relates directly to the second dove in Lev. 14:4 and the second goat in Lev. 16:7, the first to 
bring healing to our death-ridden (mortal) souls, and the second to remove sin. 


Yet this also prophesies of the gospel going forth to convert the nations—the very nations that were considered to be 
God's enemies, those that put Israel into captivity. The story helps define the love of God, as Paul defined it in Rom. 
5:8 and 10, 


8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us 
... For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 


more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 


This type of love is the foundation of the restoration of all things and the salvation of all men that Paul sets forth 
later in the same chapter (Rom. 5:15-20). 


Jonah’s Message 
Jonah 3:3, 4 says, 

3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 

exceeding great city, a three days’ walk. * Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk; 

and he cried out and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
This does not say that it took Jonah three days to go from Israel to Nineveh (modern Mosul). It actually would have 
taken him some weeks to walk that far. It says that Nineveh was so large that it took three days to encompass it, that 
is, to walk around its perimeter. 
On July 26, 2014, after ISIS took control of the city of Mosul, they destroyed the tombs of Jonah and Daniel. Three 
years later, the Iraqi government took back Mosul amidst much destructive street fighting. In a sense, we might say 
that Mosul-Nineveh was destroyed, as Jonah had predicted. But in 2017 it was retaken, and its rebuilding could be 


seen as a resurrection of sorts. 


It is possible that the death and resurrection of Mosul is a modern sign of a soon-coming worldwide repentance and 
revival as the Spirit of God is poured out on the nations. 


The Repentance of Nineveh 
Jonah 3:5 says, 


5 Then the people of Nineveh believed [aman] in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth from 
the greatest to the least of them. 


The people had faith in God, as demonstrated by the fact that they believed the word of the prophet. The word aman 
is the same word used in Gen. 15:6 to describe Abraham’s faith in the promise of God: 
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6 Then he believed [aman] in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
The manner of repentance in Nineveh is explained in greater detail in the next verses. Jonah 3:6-9 says, 


6 When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, 
covered himself with sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. ” And he issued a proclamation and it said, 


“In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd or flock taste a thing. 
Do not let them eat or drink water. ê But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let 
men call on God earnestly that each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in 
his hands. ? Who knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that we shall 
not perish?” 


This official decree from the king of Assyria in his capital city of Nineveh prophesies of what will yet happen in the 
earth during the final outpouring of the Holy Spirit that turns all nations to Jesus Christ. 


ISIS tried to fight against Jonah, who is a prophetic type of Jesus, but their defeat was certain. The most they could 
do was to destroy an empty tomb and thereby prophesy of the end of death itself. The next step, when they turn from 
“the violence” which is in their hands, will be to see the living Christ in His second manifestation. 


The proclamation for repentance came from the top down. Even the king clothed himself with sackcloth and sat in 
the “ashes.” The Wycliffe Bible Commentary says of this, 


“Sackcloth was regarded as a symbol of humility and utter dependence upon God. It was a coarse ugly cloth 
not fit for normal wear.” 


Clothing also represents one’s nature. This goes back to the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve were given 
clothes of skins (Gen. 3:21) to signify their fleshly nature. But sackcloth was their way of admitting that their nature 
was coarse and ugly in the sight of God and all men, and by extension that they were repenting of this condition. 


It was also common to sit in “dust and ashes” (aphar and ephar) to indicate repentance. It was well known that man 
was made of the dust of the ground and that all men would return to dust at death. Dust was associated with death, so 
Psalm 22:15 says, “Thou dost lay me in the dust of death.” 


Abraham himself said in Gen. 18:27, “I am but dust and ashes.” Job 42:6 says “I repent in dust and ashes.” Because 
the two Hebrew words, aphar and ephar, sounded similar, the terms were often linked together. 


No one can know the hearts of the individual people of Nineveh, of course, but from a prophetic standpoint, the 
actions of Nineveh and Assyria as a whole represent the enemies of God repenting when they hear the word of 
Christ in His second work. It is important to understand this in times when it appears as if the whole world is in 
danger of destruction. The danger is real, but because the book of Jonah prophesies of a worldwide repentance, we 
are assured that the world will not be destroyed. Instead, the Spirit will be poured out, the world will repent, and in 
the end, all things will be put under the feet of Christ (Psalm 8:6; Heb. 2:8; 1 Cor. 15:27, 28). 


The Beasts Repent 
In the king’s decree, even the beasts, herds, and flocks were to be covered in sackcloth and ashes and were to repent. 
This may seem like a strange decree, but it is another prophecy that even the beast systems will be subdued and will 


be turned from their wicked ways. 


The lion, bear, leopard, and iron-toothed beast of Daniel 7 will all be tamed, as it were, subdued under the feet of 
Jesus Christ, and will become part of His Kingdom, for they will be given new natures. Isaiah 11:6-9 says, 
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6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the kid, and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. ” Also the cow and the bear will 
graze; their young will lie down together; and the lion will eat straw like the ox. ® And the nursing 
child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den. ? 
They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 


The beast nations of Daniel 7 were identified as beasts in order to show their predatory nature. Any nation that 
desires to “eat” other nations to increase the size of its empire is a beast nation. A nation that puts self-interest 
(“patriotism”) above the interests of God—Who rules all nations with equal justice for all—is a beast nation. 


In the end, the Stone Kingdom will grow until 1t fills the whole earth (Dan. 2:35). That nation (prophetic 
“mountain”) will become the light of the world, and people from many nations will come to its light to learn the law 
of the Lord (Isaiah 2:2-4). Thus, they will learn how to take on the nature of Christ and put off the sackcloth of 
human nature, which is the usual cause of war. In that day, “nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never 
again will they learn war” (Isaiah 2:4). 


Conquest by war will be a thing of the past. The Kingdom of God conquers by love, not by war. War is waged only 
to enforce justice. This is prophesied inadvertently by the king of Nineveh. 


Calamity Averted 
Jonah 3:10 says, 


10 When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning 
the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He did not do it. 


Many people believe that the world will end in a horrible catastrophe. Even Christians have a difficult time believing 
that God’s wrath can and will be averted. They see only the rise in wickedness and have no confidence that God will 
send forth His Holy Spirit to avert calamity. They think the Holy Spirit can only save a few. 


However, the story of Jonah is the story of the second work of Christ as depicted in his second calling to go to 
Nineveh. The simple truth is this: The world will be saved in the second work of Christ by the coming of Jonah 
(Christ). Like Jonah, the church has been reluctant to preach the word to God’s enemies, thinking that those enemies 
are destined for destruction. But God has a different plan, one that is in accordance with His love for all of His 
creation. 


This does not mean that the threat of destruction is unreal. It is certainly real. The rising level of wickedness in the 
world demands the justice of the divine law. Only true repentance can (and will) turn aside destructive judgment. 
Yet they will indeed repent in the end. 
The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
The real question is whether God will indeed send forth His Spirit, and whether or not it will result in the repentance 
of the wicked. In my view, this will indeed happen, for God has vowed that He will make this happen by the power 
of His own will. 
Joel 2:28 says, 

28 And it will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and 


your daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. ?? 
And even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 
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This occurred on a small scale on the day of Pentecost, as Peter tells us in Acts 2:16-21. It has a greater fulfillment 
today, for if the “last days” began at Pentecost, then today we are living in the last of the last days. Joel’s prophecy 
has not yet been exhausted, for His Spirit has yet to be poured out “on all mankind.” 


In fact, it is not until the Great White Throne judgment that the Spirit of God will be poured out upon all mankind. 
Only then will every knee bow and every tongue “swear allegiance to Him” (Isaiah 45:23). Only then, Paul says, 
will every tongue “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 3:11). 


In 1 Cor. 12:3 Paul says, “no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.” Hence, when every tongue 
confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord, they do so “by the Holy Spirit.” That is when Joel’s prophecy is truly fulfilled. 
When the Spirit is poured out upon all mankind, then every knee will bow and every tongue will confess and declare 
allegiance to Jesus Christ to the glory of God the Father. 


This is the restoration of all things, which the holy prophets have foretold from the beginning (Acts 3:21). It comes 
through the One Moses foresaw, for Acts 3:22 says, 


22 Moses said, “The Lord God shall raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren; to Him you 
shall give heed in everything He says to you.” 


Under Old Covenant obligations, this statement was a command for all to give heed to Him. But under New 
Covenant promise, this is a prophecy that all “shall give heed in everything He says to you.” 


This is the good news of the New Covenant promise that God has given us by an oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
He has vowed to make it happen, and if any man does not receive the Holy Spirit at some time, then God has failed 
to fulfill His vow. Heb. 2:8 says that “we do not yet see all things subjected to Him,” but we know that it is only a 
matter of time before all the promises of God will be fulfilled. 


What is the Promise of God? 


The promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is that He will bless all nations (Gen. 12:3). Peter interprets this in Acts 
3:25, 26 to mean that God will cause all men to repent, so that they can be reconciled to Him. 


25 It is you who are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, 
saying to Abraham, “And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed,” 2 For you first, 
God raised up His Servant, and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked 
ways. 


He does not say that God will merely give everyone the opportunity to turn by their own free will. No, it is written 
that God Himself will turn them all from their wicked ways. He has obligated Himself to do this through the New 
Covenant, as He promised in Deut. 29:12-15. 


12 that you may enter into the covenant with the Lord your God, and into HIS OATH, which the Lord 
your God is making with you today, ' in order that He may establish you today as His people and that 
He may be your God, just as He spoke to you and as He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. ** Now not with you alone am I making this covenant and this oath, '* but both with those who 
stand here with us today in the presence of the Lord our God and with those who are not with us here 


today. 
God’s oath to Israel in the time of Moses merely affirmed His earlier oath that He swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 


Jacob that He would bless all the families of the earth. Hence, the oath included not only those who were present in 
the days of Moses, but also to those who were not present. 
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That includes everyone: present and not present. No one is left out. God was not vowing to give all men opportunity 
to repent. In fact, we know that throughout history, only a small portion of mankind has been given opportunity to 
repent in their lifetime. Until recent years, very few even heard the name of Jesus. If God had vowed to give all men 
opportunity, then we might question His failure to fulfill that vow. 


Most men have not turned to Jesus in their lifetime. For them, God”s oath has not been fulfilled this side of the 
grave. So it must be fulfilled at the Great White Throne, when all men are summoned, and where every knee bows 
before Him. When every tongue swears allegiance to Him and confesses that He is Lord by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, then and only then will God’s oath be fulfilled. 


While relatively few Christians today believe that God is able to accomplish this, due to the resistance of man’s will, 
I believe the promises of God. It was Abraham’s belief in the promise of God that was counted to him as 
righteousness (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:20-22). 


Is God Able? 


The promise of God is to save all mankind, to restore all nations, and to put all things under the feet of Jesus. Do we 
really believe that? Or do we believe that He is capable only of saving a tiny portion of mankind, whom He will take 
to heaven, and then burn up the earth which He created? 


The gospel is the good news of God’s success, not the bad news of His failure to deliver on His promise. Sending 
Jesus Christ to the earth was only part of the promise. Primarily, Jesus was the One sent to implement the promise of 
the salvation of all men (1 Tim. 4:10). But if Jesus does not actually save all men, then He failed in His mission. 


But I do not believe that His mission will fail. Jonah proves this. Even though the prophet was reluctant to preach the 
word, God saw to it that his “free will” was overruled. The wisdom of God found a way to finish the job, so that we 
would be blessed with this prophecy. 


Hence, we know the end of the story. It does not matter how improbable it appears on the surface. It does not even 
depend upon the church’s will—or lack of will—in regard to the Great Commission. It does not depend upon man’s 
Old Covenant vows of obedience, however sincere and well-intentioned. It depends only upon God’s ability to keep 
His word, and if His will were less powerful than man’s opposing will, then He should not have made a vow that He 
could not possibly keep. 


But we are assured that He is able, for when it appeared that God was unable to keep His promise to bring Israel into 
the Promised Land, Moses challenged God on this very point. Moses told God in Num. 14:15, 16, 


15 Now if Thou dost slay this people as one man, then the nations who have heard of Thy fame will say, 
16 Because the Lord could not bring this people into the land which He promised them by oath, 
therefore He slaughtered them in the wilderness. 


What was God’s answer? Num. 14:21 says, 

21 But indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord. 
In other words, if anyone thinks that God was unable to bring Israel into the Promised Land on account of the 
strength of their opposing will, think again! Not only will God fulfill His promise to /srael, but He will also fill the 
whole earth with His glory! 
If God could fulfill His oath to a rebellious people called Israel, can He not fulfill His oath to make all men His 


people and to be their God? Is God truly capable of this? Or will we see Him at the Great White Throne wringing 
His hands, saying, “I really tried. I gave them every opportunity, but they would not listen to Me. My intentions 
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were good, but I was unable to turn their hearts. Their free will was too strong for Me. Iam a gentleman, but the 
devil is not; so he made them sin, and I could not stop it.” 


No, God is not so weak. Though He gave authority to mankind, He never gave them His sovereignty. Man's 
authority has never been a match for the power of God. For this reason, God has not hesitated to make vows, for He 
knows that He has the power to keep them in spite of the opposition. 


For this reason, He has spoken through the prophets since the beginning of time, telling us how history will end. I 
recall a local minister writing in one of his books that God does not know all things, because events depend upon the 
actions of men which have not yet been determined. But God is not so limited, nor was He so unwise as to devise a 
plan that would allow history to run out of control. If He had done so, this world would indeed be a fearful place to 
live. 
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Chapter 8: Jonah’s Disagreement 


The people of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah. Judgment upon the city was averted, and the prophet was 
angry with God for saving His enemies. 


His anger stemmed from his pride that was pricked, because he had put his reputation on the line. He had openly 
predicted the fall of Nineveh in forty days—a message in which he, as an Israelite nationalist, took some delight— 
and then his prophecy seemed to fail. No doubt this embarrassed Jonah, for to those who did not understand the 
ways of God, it made him appear to be a false prophet. 


Conditional Prophecies 


Prophecies are usually conditional, even if Scripture does not use the word if. Prophecies of judgment can be averted 
if the people repent, unless the situation has gone too far for judgment to be averted. 


For example, when King Jeroboam set up the golden calves shortly after the death of Solomon (1 Kings 12:28-30), 
we read in | Kings 13:34, 


34 And this event became a sin to the house of Jeroboam, even to blot it out and destroy it from off the 
face of the earth. 


Again, we read in | Kings 14:15, 


15 for the Lord will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; and He will uproot Israel from this 

good land which He gave to their fathers, and will scatter them beyond the Euphrates River, because 
they have made their Asherim, provoking the Lord to anger. '* And He will give up Israel on account 
of the sins of Jeroboam, which he committed and with which he made Israel to sin. 


Yet even after 200 years, the prophet Isaiah understood that Israel could still avert disaster if they would repent. 
Isaiah 1:18-20 says, 


18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are as scarlet, they will 
be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool. ? If you consent and 
obey, you will eat the best of the land; ” but if you refuse and rebel, you will be devoured by the 
sword.” Truly, the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 


Israel still had opportunity to repent and avert the prophesied disaster. But Israel refused to obey the law of God, and 
so a short time later, the nation was destroyed by the Assyrians from Nineveh. 


A century later, when the time came for divine judgment to hit the city of Jerusalem and the nation of Judah, the 
prophet says in Jer. 7:3, 5, and 7, 


3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Amend your ways and your deeds, and I will let you 
dwell in this place ... > For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly practice justice 
between a man and his neighbor ... 7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to 
your fathers forever and ever.” 


There was still time to repent and avert disaster. Nonetheless, soon afterward, God told the prophet to stop praying 


for Jerusalem and the people of Judah, because He would not answer such a prayer. The verdict had been rendered in 
the divine court. Jer. 7:14-16 says, 
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14 Therefore, I will do to the house which is called by My name, in which you trust, and to the place 
which I gave you and your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. '% And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have 
cast out all your brothers, all the offspring of Ephraim. ** As for you, do not pray for this people, and 
do not lift up cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with Me; for I do not hear you. 


It appears that when the verdict was rendered in the divine court, the nation reached a point of no return. But even 
so, it is still possible to pray for lesser things within the context of the overall judgment. Jeremiah could not pray to 
spare the city and its temple, but he could pray that fewer people would die in the siege. Furthermore, we see from 
Jer. 27:12, 13 that if the people had submitted to the verdict, they could have been given a wooden yoke, rather than 
an iron yoke. 


12 And I spoke words like all these to Zedekiah king of Judah, saying, “Bring your necks under the 
yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live! ° Why will you die, you and your 
people, by the sword, famine, and pestilence, as the Lord has spoken to that nation which will not serve 
the king of Babylon? 


In the next chapter, Jeremiah was called to walk around the city with a wooden yoke on his neck to send his message 
to the people. But the prophet Hananiah took it and broke it, prophesying that the power of Babylon would be 
broken within two years. So Jer. 28:13 gives a further verdict: 


13 Go and speak to Hananiah, saying, “Thus says the Lord, ‘You have broken the yokes of wood, but 
you have made instead of them yokes of iron’.” 


Throughout all of this, we see the mercy of God, for even after judgment is pronounced, it is possible to lessen its 
effects. We only have to know what verdicts God has already decreed, so that we do not try to reverse His just 
verdicts, as so many (in their ignorance) attempt to do. 


The Verdict for the Evil Report 
When the twelve spies gave their report about the land of Canaan, ten of them gave an evil report. The people 


believed the evil report, and so God’s verdict was rendered in Num. 14:33-35. Israel was sentenced to remain in the 
wilderness for a full forty years. Some of the people then appeared to repent. Num. 14:40, 41 says, 


40 In the morning, however, they rose up early and went to the ridge of the hill country, saying, “Here 


we are; we have indeed sinned, but we will go up to the place which the Lord has promised.” “ But 
Moses said, “Why then are you transgressing the commandment of the Lord, when it will not succeed? 


The verdict has already been rendered. Their only option was to repent by submitting to His verdict. But in this case, 
they tried to use repentance as an excuse to overturn the verdict. It did not work, because the Amalekites “struck 
them and beat them down as far as Hormah” (Num. 14:45). 

The Verdict from Desiring a King 

When Israel demanded a king, God gave them Saul. Often God gives us our desires in order to show us that our 
desires are not good for us. God judged Israel by giving them their request. Once the verdict was rendered, the 
people were stuck with him for the next forty years. It was the same length of time that had been given to the 
Israelites in the wilderness. Once Saul was crowned, the people lost the right to revolt against him. Instead, they 
were required to submit to Saul, even though he ruled in an ungodly manner. 


Jonah was Angry with God 


Jonah 4:1, 2 says, 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 40 of 44 


1 But it greatly displeased Jonah, and he became angry. ? And he prayed to the Lord and said, “Please, 
Lord, was not this what I said while I was still in my own country? Therefore, in order to forestall this, 
I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that Thou art a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity.” 


This is the first time we are told about Jonah’s real motive in trying to run from God. We learn that he took a ship 
toward Tarshish, not because he was afraid of the king of Nineveh, but because he was afraid that God might cancel 
judgment if the Ninevites repented. Jonah knew God better than most of the people. In a time when the people 
thought God was a rather harsh tyrant, the prophet knew Him to be “gracious and compassionate.” 


Would that people today would have the same revelation of God’s grace and compassion! But herein lies the 
problem. Generally, people want God to be loving with them, but harsh toward their enemies. The double standard 
seems good to them, because we tend to judge others by their actions and ourselves by our intentions. 


People want a harsh God so that He judges their enemies harshly. But they have no understanding, because if this 
were truly the nature of God, then He would also be harsh with them. But God is impartial in His judgments and in 
His grace. Because “God is love” (1 John 4:8), He is impartial in His love toward all. For this reason, He insists that 
we love our neighbor as ourselves (Lev. 19:18), and that we love foreigners as ourselves as well (Lev. 19:34). 


Jonah’s problem was not that he misunderstood the love of God, but that he did not share the same love for Nineveh 
that God had. Jonah’s love was partial; God’s was impartial. In fact, Jonah was so upset about God’s grace that he 
wanted to die. Jonah 4:3 says, 


3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for death is better to me than life.” 
The Abrahamic Calling 


Abraham was called to be a blessing to all the families of the earth (Gen. 12:3). People today are fond of quoting the 
first part of the verse, while forgetting the last half. 


3 And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed. 


Peter, the Jewish nationalist, referred to the second part of this verse in Acts 3:25, 26, saying on the day of 
Pentecost, 


25 It is you who are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, 
saying to Abraham, “And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” *° For you first, 
God raised up His Servant, and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked 
ways. 


The calling of Abraham, which Jesus came to fulfill, was to bless all families of the earth. He blessed Judah FIRST, 
but not exclusively. Peter then defined what it means to be a blessing. To bless means to turn people from their 
wicked ways. Hence, God blessed Nineveh. 


If Jonah had understood the calling of Abraham, he would have rejoiced at the opportunity to be a blessing to the 
people of Nineveh. I often wonder what would have happened if Jonah had desired to fulfill the calling of Abraham. 


If he had stayed in Nineveh, he might have done more than cause the people to repent. He might have taught them 


the ways of God. He might have discipled them. He might have remained as the king’s counselor and spiritual 
advisor. He might have turned Assyria into Israel’s friend! 
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Jonah's Tabernacles Celebration is Ruined 


But this is more than a story of narrow nationalism vs. God's interest in all nations. It is a prophecy of universal 
reconciliation, the conversion of God’s enemies. It is also the story of believers who disagree with God’s plan to 
save all mankind. So Jonah 4:4 says, 


4 And the Lord said, “Do you have good reason to be angry?” 


To put it another way, God asks Jonah, “Is your anger justifiable?” God was really questioning Jonah’s wisdom and 
love. In other words, if Jonah disagreed with God, who was right and who was wrong? It appears that Jonah did not 
answer God’s question. Jonah 4:5 says, 


5 Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it. There he made a shelter [sukkah, “booth”] for 
himself and sat under it in the shade until he could see what would happen in the city. 


Prophetically speaking, the prophet kept Sukkoth, the feast of booths, or Tabernacles. God then assisted him in this 
by appointing a plant to shade him from the sun. Jonah 4:6 says, 


6 So the Lord God appointed a plant [kekayon, “gourd”], and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over 
his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was extremely happy about the plant. 


This was no ordinary plant. The kekayon is the castor-oil plant. It is named from the root word kaya, “to vomit.” I 
was given castor oil as a child to combat worms and parasites in the Philippines. I do not think I ever took it without 
vomiting. Hence, Stephen Jonas understands. 


But why would God give such a plant to shade Jonah in his Sukkah? I believe that it was God’s medicine to combat 
the spiritual worms in his belly (innermost being, or heart). All was not well in Jonah’s heart, though he was a 
prophet and heard from God. To be angry at God for His mercy and grace is not a healthy condition. 


This problem is emphasized further in Jonah 4:7, 


7 But God appointed a worm [towla] when dawn came the next day, and it attacked the plant and it 
withered. 


Why would God bless Jonah with a shade plant and then appoint a worm to destroy it? Was it not to reveal Jonah’s 
unhealthy spiritual condition, as well as the solution to the problem? 


According to Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon, towla is a worm, “specially one which springs from 
putrefaction.” The root word is yala, “to utter anything rashly.” Obviously, Jonah was being warned not to be rash in 
his answer to God’s question. At this point, Jonah had said nothing, but God already heard the putrid words of his 
heart. A worm was also metaphorical for a despised or weak man. 


The same Lexicon also tells us that tola means “scarlet.” It is translated “crimson” in Isaiah 1:18, “Though they are 
red like crimson [towla], they will be like wool.” 


So this was no ordinary worm. The Hebrew text calls it a towla, which is a worm from which crimson dye was 
extracted in ancient times. According to Henry Morris' book, Biblical Basis For Modern Science, page 73, 


“When the female of the scarlet worm species was ready to give birth to her young, she would attach her 
body to the trunk of a tree, fixing herself so firmly and permanently that she would never leave again. The 
eggs deposited beneath her body were thus protected until the larvae were hatched and able to enter their 
own life cycle. As the mother died, the crimson fluid stained her body and the surrounding wood. From the 
dead bodies of such female scarlet worms, the commercial scarlet dyes of antiquity were extracted. 
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“This tells us that the worm in the story of Jonah stained the booth with crimson as it gave its life to bring 
forth offspring. Is this not a perfect picture of Christ, who gave His life to bring many sons into glory? Psalm 
22:6 prophesies of Jesus Christ in His death on the cross, saying, "I am a worm [Heb. towla], and not a man, 
a reproach of men, and despised by the people.” When Jesus died, His blood stained the cross, even as the 
crimson from the worm stained the trunk of the gourd in Jonah's day.” 


Hence, God sent the vomit plant to show how Jonah was comfortable with his own vomit. Then He sent the crimson 
worm to show how the Messiah was sent to die in order to heal his unhealthy condition. Unfortunately, Jonah’s 
sukkah was destroyed in the process, because his disagreement with God made him ineligible to keep the feast of 
Sukkoth (“Tabernacles”). The prophet still needed the lesson of Passover, for he was not yet an overcomer. 


This suggests that those who disagree with God’s plan to save His enemies are not yet eligible to keep the feast of 
Tabernacles. 


Jonah 4:8 says, 


8 And it came about when the sun came up that God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat 
down on Jonah’s head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, “Death is 
better to me than life.” 


An east wind signifies judgment from the east—perhaps from Nineveh itself, which was “east.” It appears that Jonah 
was a type of Israel being judged for its bad attitude and for disagreeing with the divine plan to reconcile His 
enemies. 


Even so, this scorching east wind, with the sun beating down on his head, did not make Jonah repent. God then 
asked about his anger over the plant in Jonah 4:9, 


? Then God said to Jonah, “Do you have good reason to be angry about the plant?” And he said, “I 
have good reason to be angry even to death.” 


These are the last words of Jonah in the biblical account. It ends with no solution, suggesting that Israel, whom 
Jonah represented, would remain angry with God. It implies that Israel would have to be judged by the “east wind,” 
that is, by Nineveh. He even prophesied that he would be “angry even to death.” So Israel as a nation was to die, and 
the people were to be scattered throughout the nations. 


The Final Lesson from God 
Jonah 4:10, 11 concludes, 


10 Then the Lord said, “You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work, and which you 
did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. |! And should I not have 
compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know 
the difference between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?” 


Verse 6 says that “Jonah was extremely happy about the plant,” but not about the grace and mercy of God. We can 
view this in at least two ways. First, he was happy about the plant which formed his sukkah (1.e., the feast of 
Sukkoth). He had a desire to receive the glorified body through the feast of Tabernacles, but unfortunately, he was 
also happy wallowing in his own vomit. 


He was selfish, in that he was more interested in his own comfort than in the welfare of Nineveh. He loved Israel, 
but not Assyria. This disqualified him and destroyed his dreams of fulfilling Tabernacles. He still needed to go back 
to Passover so that he could learn the real scope of the work that Jesus was yet to do on the cross for the sin of the 
world (1 John 2:2). 
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It is self-evident that we cannot be angry with God and still be in agreement with Him. Tabernacles is about 
agreement, and it is for an Amen people, not for those whose hearts are bitter. 


The Number 120 


In the final verse, we discover that Nineveh had a population of 120,000. The number 120, as used in the Bible, is 
always associated with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The height of Solomon’s temple porch was 120 cubits (2. 
Chron. 3:4). There are 120 trumpeters and singers who came into one accord when the Holy Spirit came into 
Solomon’s temple (2 Chron. 5:12). There were 120 disciples in the upper room on the day of Pentecost, when the 
Spirit was poured out upon the church (Acts 1:15). 


In long-term prophecy, we have seen 120 Jubilees since Adam, and we are now in the 121“ Jubilee cycle (1986/87 
to 2035/36). I believe that the great end-time outpouring of the Spirit will occur during this Jubilee cycle. 


Moses’ life was an outline of history leading to our time today. He died at the age of 120 (Deut. 34:7), having spent 
his first 40 years in Egypt. Then he was called out of Egypt and spent the second 40-year cycle training for divine 
service in the wilderness. Finally, he was called to deliver Israel from the house of bondage, and his last 40 years 
were spent leading Israel to the Promised Land. 


So also the first 40 Jubilees of history brings us to Abraham, the second brings us to Christ, who led us out of the 
house of bondage. In the third cycle, Christ has led the church through its own wilderness in order to bring us to the 
Promised Land at the present time. 


Conclusion 
Jonah is the prophet of restoration. His life and prophecy shows the condition of Israel, the church, and the world at 
large. The story of Jonah is the outworking of the law of the two doves (Lev. 14) and the two goats (Lev. 16), 


revealing the two works of Christ. Most important, Jonah reveals how God is determined to save the world in spite 
of the reluctance and disagreement within the church. He is sovereign! 
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